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TrithOc cla Viot Nam chung ta la mdt 1g hén

NhO chang ta bi0t, sO thOt la phOn nghia c0a gi dii. NhOng nhOng cau hii quan tring v "sO
thOt" 0 day la: Tin va hanh xU theo sO thOt ¢é phlila hanh vi t0i Du hay khéng? Va sl thit co
thOt sU quan trdng khéng? Chung ta c6 nén nghi ngd cai glila sO thOt?

Trong bai dil n van nhin gili th00ng Nobel v Van hi ¢ (Literature) nam 2005, "Nghl thud t, SO
ThO t & Chinh tf1 " (Art, Truth & Politics)

, 6ng Harold Pinter nhilc a0 n s tht. Ong vilt: "Khéng c6 sO phan billt ré rang gila dilu c6 thit
va khéng thit, gila dilu phOi dilu trai. MOt vil c khéng nhit thilt dung hay sai; né cé thi vl a
dung vl a sai". (

There are no hard distinctions between what is real and what is unreal, nor between what is true
and what is false. A thing is not necessarily either true or false; it can be both true and false

). Va éng vilt thém: "Quan dil m sO thOt nhD d& ndi chl ¢cé thD &4p di ng cho cac mdn 'nghl
thuOt'. VOicOOng vO clamdtngdOinghld nhan thi 6ng cong nhin quan dil m sO thOt nhO vOa ndi
la ding. Nhing vii c00ng v nhd mOt 'ngl0i cong dan' thi éng phi hii: SO vilc nao la sO thic,
sO vilc nao la gid ddi ."

(I believe that these assertions still make sense and do still apply to the exploration of reality
through art. So as a writer | stand by them but as a citizen | cannot. As a citizen | must ask:
What is true? What is false?)

. Va 6ng Harold Pinter "kOt t0i" chinh sach ngoli giao, cach hanh x0 nh0 "siéu c0Ong quic"...
cla MO vOitho gidi. BOc bil't 1a nhi ng

"sl thit gil t0o"

ma chinh phd MO da dla ra nhU la nhOng ly do cOn thilt d0 danh Iraq, vil ¢ giam gil, ngd0 c dai,
tratln ... cac tli phOm khi ng bD, cac tu nhan chil n tranh. Pinter so sanh "ti &c" cla MO (chla
c6 ghi chép dily di va rd rang, theo Pinter) vilitli ac cla cac chl dl clng siin Lién s6 & Déng
Au t0 sau chil n tranh thi gili thD hai nhi: tan b0o c6 hi thing, nhing t0i 4c man r0 lan tran,
dan ap khic li0tt0 t00ng dic l0p (t0t cl nhing t0i &c cla cac chinh quylln cing sinda dilclip
thanh tai lilu va kil m chi ng dy dU, theo Pinter) . Harold Pinter "d0 nghC" dem T0Ong thd ng
Bush (M0) va Thi t00ng Blair (Anh) ra Tdéa an Hinh s Quic t0 (

International Criminal Court of Justice

) d0 xét x0.
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(Cé dilu cinchuyl day la khéng thl y 6ng Pinter nhlc dln fli ac c a cac chinh quyl n cl ng
sln Trung qui ¢, Bl ¢ Han, Cam Blt, Vil t Nam. M1t cach tom t1t, can c theo cul n "The Black
Book of Communism”, thi d00 i thl i Mao Tl ch Déng , cding sin TQ da gii t hl i khol ng 65 tril u
ngd0i Trung Hoa. Cam Bl t, Khmer Rouge & Pol Pot da sat hli gl n 2 trid u dédn Mién. Bl ¢ Han,
dil i chinh sach c a chinh quyl n 1 ng sl n da lam khol ng 1.6 tril u dan chi t vi doi. Vilt Nam,
ding cing sin VN da sat hlikholng 1 trilu ngllidan Vilt.)

Trong bai "Lam bai toan, i hdy so sanh {0 i cla Ml va cl ng sl n" (Do the sums, then compare
US and Communist crimes from the Cold War), Til n st Niall Ferguson, hil n la gi0 ng
s mén I0ch sO cla tri0ng dii hd c Harvard, khéng phd nhIn nhOng "I0i I0m" c0a MO, nhi ng
phé binh [0p luDnvaly I0 cOa Harold Pinter 1a khéng dung vOi "sO thOt" hoan toan. Va "khuyén"
Pinter: "h&y glin bo vii ki ch va thdi tratdn I0ch sO. Ngay cl nu c6 gili Nobel cho si hic,
Pinter cing khéng c6 ¢l may trang dau. BOi vi trong nghll cla Ferguson (I0ch s0), khac viicla
Pinter (kD ch)— va khac vili nghl (chinh tr) cOa Condi (Condoleezza Rice) —qul cé tin tdi
"nh0ng s phéan bilt rd rang ... gila nhi ng gi thit va nhing dilu gi0 ".

(So stick to plays, Harold, and stop torturing history. Even if there was a Nobel Prize for it, you
wouldn't stand a chance. Because in my profession, unlike yours - and unlike Condi's, too -
there really are "hard distinctions ... between what is true and what is false

)

TO hOn 2500 trd0c¢ nhan lodi da hidu, nhl Lao TO da nhin xét"Lam thd y thul ¢ ma sai Il m thi
chi gilt mit nglli; lam chinh trl ma sai Il m thi tan hli c0 dJt n00 c; lam van hoa ma sai
I m thi gay tai ha muén di".

Van héa quan hi rItldn dinvinminhvatindl cla mitdantic, muln hiluninvan hda cla
mOt dan tOc phOibilt I0ch sO cla dan tic dé. Bilu nay doi hii I0ch sO phli dang nhi s thit vi
ndu khéng sU din tdi hilu van hoa sai I0m, va hil u sai thi lam sao lam dung di0c? N6i mit
cach khac, sl thit rit quan tring va cn thi0t dda trén lién h0 gila s thit va van héa. Muln
lam van hoa "dung" phUi bilt sU tht. MOt nOn van héa khong tén tring s thOt nhd n0n van héa
Marx-Lenin la mOt n0n van héa sai l0m va sl di hii cho dan t0c la mOt didu chin chdn. Ching
ta dang thl'y nhO'ng "di hOi" dang x0y ra tri0c mOt cho Vilt Nam nadi riéng, va cac qul ¢ gia da
va dang chlu 0 nh hIOng cla van hoa Marx-Lenin n6i chung.

Ti0 n si Niall Ferguson, mit nha nghién clu Il ch sU, cling da xac minh s0 cln thilt cla s0
thit trong nghl cla 6ng.

Téi kO chuyln "vong vo" nhi 0 trén dil néu Ién nhi ng quan dil m va nhin xét vO sO thdtcla
nhOng ngl0i trong nhing vO tri x& hOi khac nhau. "SO thOt", theo mOt ngd0i cOm bat dolt gili
Nobel (Harold Pinter), "sO thOt" theo m0t nha nghién cOu I0ch sO tidng tam (Niall Ferguson) va
sO thOt theo mt nha chinh tr0 (Condoleezza Rice). Ml ¢ du chl'a c6 dil p nghe quan dilm cla
ba Rice vl "sO thOt" nhi ng chung ta c6 thd "doan" di0c vi chinh trd la mOt trong nh ng didn
dan chinh dil nglCi ta tim sO hoai nghi. N6i cach khac, sU thOt ma cac chinh tr0 gia "phat bil u"
th0 0 ng cOn sO kid m ch ng. Hay n6i theo cach néi clla Nietzsche,"sl thltco thl lamitdilu 1,
nh0 ng thl nh thod ng ti sao khéng sl ding cai gl diidl ditdilc mic tiéu?"

B0 u nam 2003, khi TO ng thl ng Bush tuyén bl Irag tim cach mua nguyén lilu d0 sOn xu0t v khi
hit nhé&n. M ¢ du cac gili chi ¢ trong Nha Tr0 ng thu nhin ri ng h0 khéng c¢6 dly dil bl ng chl ng
dl tin I0i tuyén bl dé la sO thOt, thd m chi c6 ngd0i con bac bl thl ng thing vin d0, nhl ng chil n
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tranh vOi Iraq vOn d00c ti0n hanh. NhO'ng ngd0i cOm dlu b0 may chil n tranh trong Ngi Giac Dai
dla thém mit ly do khac cho culc chiln: dé la nhi m 0 n dl nh tinh hinh chinh trf0 Trung Bong va
gili phéng Iraq khii &ch cai tr0 cla Saddam Hussein.

NhiDu ngl0i MO dingy vOinhOng ly do dda ra. Xét cho cung, con c6 nhilu ly do khac do [0t do
chl d0 cla Hussein. Va, nidm tin cho ring Iraq la mOt mii de dla hit nhan da thit sO clng cl
s doan kit cla ngi0i MO va cung cOp mOt céi cO cho nhing ngd0i con nghingd y dl cla chinh
phd MO trong vil c gay chiln. Cau hiiddtrala: nDu nhing ly do di0c dda ra khdng dung vii

thO ¢ t0 thi sao? BUi vli nhilu ngl Ui, suy nght d0n céitriu t00ng gOila "sO thOt" la mOt suy nght
ngay th0; didu ma hl quan tdm khong phlila sO thOt hay gil dii ma la lam cach nao do blo vO
ho tranh khii khO ng b0 va b0 o d0 m ngul n cung cl p nhién liDu (d0 u hOa) cho nhi ng chilc xe
SUV (Sport Utility Vehicle)... cdn xang d0u d0 hoOt d0 ng. Néi cho cung, sU thdt cOa nhing gi
ngO0i ta tin va ndi chl 1a dilu phd ma théi; cai dang ndi va quan tring hin la hi qu.

MOt thai a0 t00ng t0 nhO trén ctng kha phU biln trong gili tri thd ¢ MO hil n nay, chl nghta hoai
nghi s thOt va nhi ng khéi nidl m lién quan da trd thanh mOt khuynh h0 0 ng ban chinh thl ¢ trong
nhidu tri0ng dUi hOc 0 MO. N6i mit cach khac nhilng ngili nay cho ring sO tht khach quan la
mOt 0o t00ng va cai ma chung ta giila sO thOt chD la mOt cai tén gli khac cho quyln I0c ma
thoi. Thanh ra, ndu sO thOt qud cé gié tr0, thi cdi gia tr0 dé chi la gia trd cla mOt ph00ng tiln,
nh0 quydnldcla mOt phOOng tidn vOy. ThOm chi, c6 mOt sO ngd0i nhD nha phé binh van hic nOi
tid ng Stanley Fish con cho rdng vi nil m tin vao truyl n thO ng la mOt hanh vi ngay tho, sO thOt
khong cé gia trl gi cl. SO thOt khéng nhing chi la 0o t00ng, quan tdm din sO thdt chd phi thOi
gian va tranh lul n vO sO thOt ch0ng nhing buln cO0i, khéng thich hI p ma con vé duyén. (trong
bai vi0t "SU thD t nhl ng vé hl quil : TU i sao tril t Wl ¢ chl ng co gia tfl " - Truth but No
Consequences: Why Philosophy Doesn't Matter ) .

D1 nhién, cling ¢ nhilu nha tri thOc MO s n sang blo vl yt00ng sO thOtla quan trdng, nhi ng
trong qua trinh b o v sO thOt10i rdi vao tinh hul ng "xoay mon" gia trl cla s thOt nh0 xu
hiOng tint00ng rdng gil gin sO thitla gil gin nhing gia tr0 sO thdt cO didn, xu hO0ng nay cho
ring nhing ngd0i " cOp tidn thién t0" dang lam suy yOu n00c MO va kéu gli phOi tai kham pha
s thOt ma ThOOng d0 da ban cho dan M. Néi cach khac, si thOt ma nhing ngili cé xu hing
nay kéu glili gin gil 1a "HO dang, mii ngl0i khac diu sai". MOt sO nglli khac, nhd William J.
Bennett, trong culln "Why We Fight: Moral Clarity and the War on Terrorism" thi nulli till ¢ cai
thOimatrd em MO dl0c dly phOicOm nhdn nhOng gia tr0 cao cl tuyOt vliclangdOi MO valdi
sOng kil u MO . NhO ng trong thOi kI thanh binh va ém 0 dé, sO th0t r6 rang nhi tring vOi den,
dia tr0 cing hidu dilc. SO thOt trong thOi kD vang son dé cla MO khéng nhi ng khach quan ma
con la din giln va hoan toan blt di nh.

Dung nhing ly lud n va quan didm nhi trén sO khéng bl o v sO thOtdiOc. Tint00ng tuydt dli
vao nhi ng dil u minh nght la dang khéng phli la mOt bilu hidn quan tdm d0n s thOt ma la bilu
hil n cla ch0 nghta giao dilu . Quan tdm din sO thOt 1a phOi sin sang chlp nhin nilm tin cla
minh cé th0 sai l0m, h quD c0ay nidm sO tht khach quan.NOu s thit quO thit khach quan
thi nil m tin khong thU lam thay dUi sU thit dé. Khang khang gil 10y nhi ng gi minh tin
t00ng la khéng cln bilt din sU thit thi lam sao blo vi sO thitdiOc?

CO hai quan dilm: SO thOt khéng c6 gia tr0 (Fish) va sl thdt co6 gia trl nén phli hic thul ¢ long
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cac gia trl hay gido dilu cl xOa (Bennet) dlu dia trén cai gil dinh giantilp la chd cé "mOt" sl
thitcé giatrd déla SO THOT TUYOT BOl. Gil dinh nay sai l0m. MOt sU thOt ddn giln, khdng
cln trang didm gi cO clng c6 gia trd r0i, va ngl i ta khéng cn td vO sO thOt bl ng chD hoa dl
choné dilcchuy.

Vi nhdng tam ly nhO trén nén sO thOt v nhing ly do d0 gay chiln vOi lraq da r0i vao "khol ng
khéng". Theo sl phé phan cla mit s tri thi ¢ MO, trong chill n tranh Iraq, chinh ph0 MO da l0a
dii dan chung MO di vao chilln tranh mit cach mé muli va can cl vao nhiing sC kiln x0y ra
trong vong 3 nam qua da chiing minh la chiin I00c d6 la mOt sai l0m cla MO va din dl n nhi ng
dlo lultde dla din quyldncanblnclaconngllicladanchung MO. Theo hl day la mit sO
xuc phO'm di n dan chudng cUa chinh quyln MO.

Chiln ID0 ¢ danh Iraq cla chinh phl MO dung hay sai, thanh céng hay thdt bdi, c6 I0i hay hii
cho dan chidng va diit n00c¢ MO, xin danh I0i cho cac nha phan tich gia . Téi chl muln tim hilu
xem s{ thit c6 gia tr0 chinh trl khéng?

Va nhin vao cul ¢ chilln tranh Iraq cla MO thi s thy c6 ly do dd nght r0ng s thOt co gia trl
chinh tr0.

Ly do th0 nhit, lién quan d0 n khai nilm s thit va gi0 dii. Hay th0 t00ng t00ng trong mOt xa
hiima mOingdOitinring quylnlDc la phlOng tiln bidn mOty ki n thanh sO thOt . N6i cach
khac chll nhOing ngd0i cé quydn thD mOindi dilu thOt. NOu ngd0i cé quyln thD ndi tinh yéu la
thu hd n, chil n tranh la hoa binh, khi dau la hi nh phuc ... va mOing00i céng dan trong x& hii
do6 diu nghtla sO thOt. MOt x& hUi nhO vO'y thi thiDu mOt céi gi d6 r0t can bn. BOc bilt la nglOi
cbng dan trong xa hli dé hilu I0m vO s thOt, va sO hilu 10 m nay bao mon cai khai nidm vO s0
thOt . Phé binh x& hiith0Ong di0c thD hidn bl ng cach phat bilu nhiing b0t ding y kil n vii
nhOng ngl0i c6 quyldn thd, va khdng ngln ngli chdng minh quan did m cOa nhing ngd0i cé
quyln thd la sai l0m. B0 lam d00c vil ¢ phé binh x& hii, m0t ngl0i cOn ¢é khd nang suy nght va
phé phan mOt cach c6 hi thIng. NOu khéng c6 khai ni0m v sO thOt thi khdng thD phan bilt
nhing gi nhi ng ngl0i cé quyln thd néi la dung hay sai la sU thOt hay gil dii. VivOy, ndu lo0i
tr0 d00c khO nang phan bilt sO thOtva gil dii vdinhlng gi chinh phd n6i va lam, c6 nghia la
chinh phU da lo0i trl d00c dli khang va phé binh xa hii. bay la ly do tlli sao
sl thOt c6 gia tr0 chinh tr0 .

Ly do th0 hai, mOt x& h0i van minh ma trong dé cac thanh vién phli tén tring I0 n nhau thi
nhOng quyln can bl n cla con nglUi gli chung la "quydn con ngd0i" la mOt b0 phln cOn thilt,
khong thO thidu do0c. NhIng quydn can bl n nay khac vii quy0n dilc tlo ra (hay trao cho
ngl0i dan) bl ng mit chinh sach cla chinh phl, va nhing quyln can bl n nay phila Ou tién sl
mOt, Du tién hOn t0t cl cac quan tdm chinh tr0. Thi d0 nhOD ngO0i dan khéng thd b0 t00c mOt
quyln riéng t0 chO vi vD BO tri0ng TO phap quydt dinh ring d0 blo vO t0t ¢l cac céng dan, I0c
I00ng blo vO an ninh c6 quyln bi0t ngl0i dan dic sach gi, nghe cai gi, noi cai gi , mua sim cai
gl . "Quydn con nglOi" hiln hOu va cOn thilttrong mOt xa hii van minh va day khéng phli la
mOt &n hul cOa chinh phl, d0 chinh ph c6 th tuy y ban phat va thu hOi. MOt ngd0i, d0 bilt
diOc laqud thdt co quydn can bin dé hay khéng clin phlli cd y ti0ng dic I0p d0 phén bilt

nhO ng gi chinh ph0 ndi va nhi ng gi la sO thOt. Do dé, khai nil m v nh0 ng quyl n can bl n hay
"quyl n con ngd0i" bao ham khai nilm s thOt. NOu chudng ta quan tdm din quyOn I0i, chang ta
phUiquan tam din sO thOt.
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Ly do thi ba, t0 nhinthOc vl mOilién h0 gila quydn I0iva sO thit cho thiy khia cOnh hiln
nhién nhit vO gia tr0 chinh tr0 c0a sO thOt. Chinh phO ¢é nhidm vO phdi n6i cho dan chudng bilt
sU thOt. MOt chinh sach minh b ch va t0 do théng tin 1a nhilng phong thi r0t quan tring chi ng
I0i cac hanh dilng bl o ngdc. MOt khi chinh phl cdm thOy khéng ¢ n bilt d0n sU thit, chinh
phd dé tr0 nén bt chinh vi hi ¢é thD lam nhi ng chuyl n ma dan chung khéng tan thanh. Nhi
chinh ph0 MO trong villc xam nhlp b0t h0 p phap vao khach s n Watergate, diii bom Cam BUt,
cho phép tra tOn tu nhan Iraq . Du nhi ng hanh ding dé khéng tri ¢ til p 0nh hO 0 ng din dan MO,
nhOng gian tilp lam t0n hOi ddn tinh liém chinh c0a nl n dan chd MO va nh ng gi dan MO khong
bil't cing c6 thO lam t0n hOi ho.

NOu m0Ot chinh phd dan chi t0 do khéng mul n néi cho cdng dan bilt sU thit, nOn dan chi t0 do
khéng con la ti do va dan chi. C6 10 dé la mit chan ly qua hil n nhién nh0 nha trilt hUc
Michel Foucault t0 ng nhin xét rit chinh xac ring khong mit chinh phi nao c¢é thi tOn tJi
bl ng cach m0 dan. Tri thU ¢ ciing thi. Tri thi ¢c khéng thU t0n t0i n0 u khéng dam noi Ién s[
thot.

Ban ludn chuyln ni0c MO, va nhin IDi dan t0 c va qué hiOng Vilt Nam cUa chidng ta. C6 10 dung
nhO "nhOn xét" cla mOt sO ngl0iquan tdam din tiln d0 d0t nO0c va khong "ngli ngd n" khi phOi
phat bilu y kil n trung thiic : "Tri thl ¢ cla Vil t Nam chung ta la mi t IG hén".Nh n xét cla
Foucault vO sU tOn tdi, sO lién h0 gifa tri thOc va sO thOt cling dung luén. 0 Vilt Nam, tri thO c d&
tr0 thanh mOt lo0i d0ng vOt "hidm" di0i sO thOng tr0 cla ding clng s n trong hiln nia thd kO
qua. Hy ving la nhi'n xét cla Foucault ciing ddng luén vi sO t0n i cla mdt chinh quyln mO
dan do dan Vidt dilc hit thO bl u khéng khi cla t0 do, dan chl thic s va cé ¢ hii phat triln
theo kil p da tiln héa cla thd gili .
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