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Sau day la nhilng cOm nght cla mit chiln sTtrong quén dli Hoa KO gli v mdtng0Oi bin vO
hinh Onh la c0 Qulc Gia anh da treo tli Afghanistan.

Téi r0t sung s 0ng khi bidt rdng BO t6i thich hinh la c0 Quic Gia d0c kéo Ién tli Afghanistan.
ThoUt d0 u, khi t6i mOi nght d0n vill ¢ treo ¢l vang ba s c dU, t6i chd nght rdng dé la mOt céi gi
c6 y nghia riéng dli vl i cha t6i, va cho nhilng ai da danh tuli thanh xuén ca minh phic vl cho
Quéan LOc Viot Nam COng Hoa. boi vii téi lac bly gi0, d6é chl la mOt 1a cO khéng hi n, khéng
kém, va cang khéng phiila mOt vilc lam 10 thdOng gi c0. ThD ma khi t6i nhin thdy 1a c0 treo
trén cao, phit phlitung bay trén bl u trli cung vlila c0 Hoa KO, mit cOm giac I0 kO kho t0 tran
ngl p trong long t6i mOi 10 n t6i di ngang qua.

L& cl nay da thit cao dilp va thiéng liéng dli vOi cha md t6i, va gil day, téi I0ilam cho né dllc
t0 do tung bay trén bl u trli mOt d0t n00c khac. Khdng hilu vi ly do gi ngay hém dé téi thOy
minh da ding cao hin, da tri0ng thanh hn va da di0c nang cao Ién mit t0m véc mii. Toi da
hilu d00c cOm giac cla cha minh khi nhin ngdlm 1a ¢ QuOc Gia 35 nam trl0c day va bl ng
nhién, t6i nghil m ra ly do t0i sao cha t6i va cac chiln st trong QLVNCH da di bilt bao nhiéu
thOi gian va céng sl c di tranh d0u cho 1a ¢ hi'n 30 nam sau khi chung t6i b0 nO0c ra di d0 tim
t0 do. Y nilm t0 do va dan chi sO khéng bao gil bl dip t0t mOc du chiing ta khéng danh dilc
chill n thd ng trong cul ¢ chiln ndm x0a. Y nilm dé sO ludn tIn t0i mOc cho nhi ng gi da va dang
xOy ra. Blotlnvabiludidnglacl basicdl ding nghiavlivilcblotdnvaxilndilng nidm
tin va nidm hy vl ng cla chung ta.

Thot dang ngl ¢ nhién khi chD m0t mOnh vOi mau cé thD lam nén dilu kO dilu d6. Va nhi miOt
I0 t0 nhién, t6i mudn gil0ng cao ngln cl vang ba sic dl than yéu clla chung tatrilc bln

khi ng b, cting nhi Cha Ong ta da anh diing lam vilc dé tri0c bln Cong SO n hung tan da
cudng dodt miln nam Vilt Nam. Téi c6 c m giac rl ng t6i da gép tay phin nao dé giup hi ding
ving d0 ching I0i nhiing kO dan ap t0 do va céng ly. Cai ¢l m giac do tuylt vOi lam sao!
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| am very happy to hear that your father liked the photos of the Freedom and Heritage Flag
raised in Afghanistan. Initially, | thought that flying the flag was just a nice thing to do for my
father, your father and those who served in the South Vietnamese military. To me at the time, it
was just a flag and it was a novel thing to do. But when | saw the flag flying high in the sky along
with the American flag, | had chills down my spine each time | walked by it. This flag has meant
so much for our parents’ generation, and now | get to fly it over a country that is involved in a
similar situation. For some reasons, that day, | stood a little bit taller and held my head a little bit
higher. | kept imagining standing in my father’s shoes and gazing at the flag some 35 years
back. Suddenly, | understood why our fathers and the members of the QLVNCH continue to
spend so much time preserving the flag and its image even thirty years after the country it
represented ceased to exit. Democracy and freedom can never die, even with the losing of a
war and a country. These ideals always be there, regardless of whatever happened and
preserving the flag means preserving hope. It is amazing that a colored piece of cloth can
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embody such great things. And | realized that | get to fly this flag in the face of terrorism, very
much like our fathers who flew this flag against the terrorism of North Vietnam. | felt that | had
somehow carried on their cause and had helped them stand some ground against an oppressor
of freedom and liberty. It was a great feeling.
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