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Robert S. McNamara, b0 trd0ng Qulc Phong Hoa KO di0i hai chinh quydn John F. Kennedy va
Lyndon B. Johnson vlla qua dii hdm Thi Hai, 6 Thang BOy 2009 t0i nha riéng [ thD dé
Washington. Ong McNamara sinh nam 1916 t0i San Francisco, thd 93 tuli. Ong l1a mOt nhan
vitdicbiltD chi tr00c khi ddOc TOng Thi ng Kenndy mOi lam b0 tr00ng Qudc Phong éng chla
c6 mit chut kinh nghilm gi v quan s (ngoai lon dili Uy gil dl nh sau khi Hoa KO tuyén chiln
vi Nhit BOn nam 1941do bilt tai vi dil u hanh va thO ng ké). Ong t0t nghilp t0i UC Berkeley va
tr0 0 ng hanh chanh t0i Harvard.

Nam 1945 hit chiln tranh éng tr0 v d0i sOng dan s va lam vil ¢ cho hédng Ford chuyén slin
xult xe hi. Nam 1960 6ng dic céng ty Ford b0 nhil m lam chC t0ch h&ng Ford, ngl Ui chO t0ch
diu tién khéng thull ¢ gia dinh hi nha Ford. MOy thang sau t0ng th ng dilc ¢ Kennedy mOi 6ng
lam b0 tr00ng QuOc Phong.

TOng Thi ng Kennedy tin rd ng dil u hanh thanh cong mOt céng ty I0n nh cong ty Ford 6ng
McNamara sO dilu hanh nli b0 may quan s Hoa KO khiing I0. Luc nay TOng Thi ng Kennedy
chla cé chinh sach dit khoat dli vli cul ¢ chiln Vidt Nam la nén til n hay thdi, va trong tham
tdm éng hy v ng 6ng McNamara vii tai did u hanh gili tong ching t0 0 cO0ng vl chd t0ch hang
Ford sl ¢c6 dli sach dung dli vOi culc chiln Vidt Nam.

NOu TOng Thi ng Kennedy khéng bl am sat chit nam 1963 (va cai chdt cla TOng Thi ng
Kenndy cé lién quan gi din culc chiln Vit Nam khéng v n 1a mOt nghi v n ¢ thO ching bao
gil c6 céu trl dit khoat) cé thd 6ng sO xull ng thang cul ¢ chiln vao nhilm kO 2 (1964-1968) va
ctng r0t cé thD éng McNamara sO la ngi0i lam céng vil c nay mit cach ém xubi. Nhing I0ch sl
chuyln qua mdt hI0ng khac. TOng Thi ng Kennedy chit, Ph6é TOng Thi ng Johnson 1én thay va
cul ¢ chiln Viot Nam leo thang trong nam 1964 va trong sullt nhil m kD 1964-1968 clla 6ng
Johnson. Va Robert McNamara da la ngQ0i thO ¢ hi n chinh sach leo thang bl ng con sl va
bl ng cac di th0 t0 van phong bl tri0ng 0 Ngi Giac Dai.

La mOt ngd0i MO éng tin rdng b0 may kinh 10 va quan s clla Hoa KO la v6 di ch, va vi Hoa KU
ch0a hD bOitrln trong sult l0ch sO t0 ngay I0p qulc, 6ng McNamara tin ring nd0c MO sO thIng
cul ¢ chiln Viot Nam va s thOng mit cach giin nhd vOisO dilu hanh mit cach khoa hiic cla
ong. Ong tin nhi vy va vii sO hdu thuln cla tp doan t1 bln Hoa KO 6ng da thuylt phic dO
dang TOng Thi ng Johnson va QuO ¢ HOi. Nhl ng chil n tranh khéng phii chl thul n la khoa hilc
va sl thilu kinh nghilm chiln 00 ¢ cOa 6ng McNama da lam cho Hoa KO sa l0y. TO con sO 400
quan nhan thulc [0c I00ng di ¢ bilt dng McNamara phai qua Vilt Nam sau khi TOng Thi ng
Kennedy nhiim chic, din Thang MO0i MOt, nam 1963 khi 6ng Kennedy bl am sat, quan sl Hoa
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KO t0i Vit Nam 1én 17,000 ngd0i va vao nam 1965 khi Hoa KO chulln b0 oanh tdc lién tOc miln
BOc Vidt Nam, Hoa KO ¢6 175,000 quan tdi Vidt Nam. TOt ¢ d0u do tai d0o didn cla 6ng
McNamara.

Cang trong kholl ng thii gian 1965 nay 6ng McNamara b0t d0 u nghi ngd vO chiln thing t0i Viot
Nam va vao mua Thu nam 1966, sl nghi ngl cla éng khong che diu dilc ai trong gili than
cin. Tuy nhién bén ngoai 6ng McNamara vin il ra la con dilu hau cla chil'n tranh va thilt I0p
cac kil holch tang quan va tang ciilIng dl cac culc oanh tlc miln BOc Vilt Nam.

Mul n rdt ra bai hi ¢ cho Hoa KO va cho chinh bl n than, nam 1967 6ng McNamara bi mOUt ra
I0nh di0u tra nguyén 0y cla cull ¢ chil n tranh Vit Nam ma khong théng bao cho T ng Thi ng
Johnson. KOt quO la tai lilu mdt “Pentagon Papers” ma éng Daniel Ellsburg, mdt thanh phin
trong ban nghién cllu da cung clp (mdt phln) cho t New York Times nam 1971 t0o chin dl ng
dl luDn Hoa KO. Gila nam 1967 TOng Thi ng Johnson bilt vi c sOu tO0m nay, 6ng nghi ngll éng
McNamara thu thi p tai liu d0 gitp 6ng Robert Kennedy ra tranh sl bl nhil m cla dl ng Dan
ChO vli 6ng trong cullc bl u ¢l t0ng thOng nhidm kO 1968-1972, do dé quan hi gila TOng
Tho ng Johnson va 6ng McNamara trd nén nguli I0nh.

Nam 1968 sau cullc tOn cong MO u Than, TO O ng Westmoreland xin thém quéan, 6ng McNamara
la ng00i khuyd n cao khéng tang va quan h dii vli TOng ThO ng Johnson tr0 nén cang thi ng
ho n. NhO ng ngay huy hoang cila McNamara chim dit.

Culi Thang Hai, nam 1968 6ng McNamara t0 chic b0 tri0ng Qudc Phong (trén thic t0 bl
TOng Thi ng Johnson cach chic) va dilc b0 nhilm lam chi t0 ch Ngan Hang Tho Gili (World
Bank). MOt thang sau, TOng Thi ng Johnson tuyén bl khéng ra tranh cU t0 ng thi ng nhil m kO
1968-1972 va dl nghU mO culc thOOng thuyOt vOi Ha NOid0 chOm dit chi0n tranh Vidt Nam.

Ludc nay Hoa KO ¢cé hn nla trilu quéan t0i Vilt Nam va da c6 30,000 quan nhan t0 trin. Cullc
chil n McNamara (McNamara's war, theo cach mé t0 clla Thi0ng Nght ST Wayne Morse, mit
th0 0 ng nghO s chO ng chiln tranh Vilt Nam thul ¢ d0 ng Dan Chi, bang Oregon) xull ng thang
nhOng t0 d6 cho din khi Hoa KO ky diic b n Hilp 00c¢ Paris nam 1973 Hoa KO con t0n thOt
thém 28,000 binh sT nang tl ng sO t0n thOt nhan mO ng binh st Hoa KO 1én 58,000 ngd0i.

Chiln tranh ViOt Nam v0i tOn thOt to I[0n v0 nhédn miOng va dd I0i hdi chdng bOitrin (Vietnam
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syndrome) trong tam ly quic gialamitdiu On I0n ddi vdi 6ng McNamara. Tuy nhién mai giin
30 nam sau 6ng mii cong khai ndi ra cai nhin cla éng trong cull n “In Retrospect: The Tragedy
and Lessons of Vienam” 6ng vilt va phat hanh nam 1995, qua dé 6ng néi ring sai llm cla

cull ¢ chilln do hoan cl nh khach quan cla tinh hinh th0 gili va s phOc t0p cla chidn tranh chl
khong phiila sai Ilm cla ca nhan 6ng. Cull n sach da gay ra nhilu tranh lul n t0i Hoa KO. Gilli
quan nhan gili ngd va than nhan cac t0 si bl minh tdi Vit Nam cho r0 ng 6ng McNamara phin
bliva chitvin éngtlisao trong thdm tam 6ng bilt vilc Hoa KO tham chiln t0i Vilt Nam la mOt
sai [0m t0 nam 1965 6ng vl n céng khai thac dl'y TOng Thi ng Johnson til'p t0c gli quan sang
Viot Nam va nd0ng thém hang chi ¢ ngan thanh nién MO nOa, chda ndi thém mit trilu ngd0i
Vidt Nam b0 minh vi cul ¢ chil n.

Culn sach “In Retrospect: The Tragedy and Lessons of Vienam” clla 6ng McNamara phét
hanh Thang TO, nam 1995 gim 11 chi0ng khéng thuyOt phic di0c ai n0u khéng n6i mang
thém nghi ngl dli vOitd cach va long yéu ni0c cla éng McNamara.

Trong n0 10c¢ thanh minh thém [0 p tr0 0 ng kién d0 nh, nam 2003 6ng McNamara cho nha dlo
dif n Errol Morris thO ¢ hiln mOt cul n phim bl ng cach ph ng viln 6ng nhan d0 : “the Fog of War”
nhO ng v n cung cach khéng nhi n sai I0m cla chinh minh ma do 10i cho hoan clnh. Vi vly éng
v n khéng chinh philc d00c long tin cla ngl0i MO.

Bay gil 6ng n0m xudng, nhiing vOt hin éngOnlén nilc MO vin chla nhoa. N6i din 6ng ngdli
ta s nh0 d0n nhin xét c0a nha van David Halberstam, tac gil cull n sach “The Best and the
Brightest” (nhi ng khudén mit théng minh va sang gid) r0 ng, “Ong McNamara trung thanh vii
ngl0i lanh dl o 6ng chl khéng trung thanh vii sO thot. Ong néi l4o va khuyl n khich nhi ng phi
ta cla 6ng néi 140. Ong néi 140 vili Kennedy, dng néi l4o vili Johnson, va chi khi sO th0t bii
hil n ra ranh ranh trd0c mOt 6ng mOi thOy lang lang khdng ddm mai 1ao nla.” (nguyén van:
McNamara's loyal was to his bosses and not the truth. He lied to them. He had people under
him lying. He did it with Kennedy and he did it with Johnson and it was only when he was
impaled with the failure of the war that he didn't know what to do.)

Va néi nhi John Hurley, mdt sT quan ting chiln ddu t0i Viot Nam va sau nay trl thanh mOt phQ
t4 than cn claOng ¢l vién TOng Thing John F. Kerry ndm 2004 r0 ng, “Ong McNamara khéng
hil u chil n tranh 1a gi va cling chi ng hil'u céi gia sinh ming cla chiln tranh. BOi vli éng 0y Vilt
Nam chi la mOt con sO khé khan trén may tinh.” (nguyén van: He never understand, never
seemed to care about the humain cost of the war... To him, Vietnam was just a policy issues,
sterile numbers to be managed.)
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Robert McNamara qua dii di 10i ngOOi vO thD hai, ba Diana Masieri Byfield va ba ngliUi con vii
vl tri0c, ba Margaret qua d0i nam 1981 g m: Craig of Winters, Margaret Pastor va Kathleen
McNamara.
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