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BOc t00ng cla Bai TOOng Nilm ThuyOn Nhan Vilt Nam, sO d00c dit tli Nghta Trang Westminster
WESTMINSTER, California (NV) - Sau nhillu thang chulln b0, tham khi o va tr0i qua
khoéng bilt bao nhiéu kho khan, culi cung, Bai T0Ong Niom Thuyl n Nhan Vit Nam
(Vietnamese Boat People Memorial) da tim di0c chi dit bén trong Westminster Memorial Park,
Westminster, ngay kU cl n vung Little Saigon, n0i c6 nhilu ngi0i Vit Nam ¢ ngd nhit t0i Hoa
KO, trong sO d6, khéng it ngl0i ¢6 than nhan bl thilt ming trén d00ng di tim t0 do.

Tr0 10§ phOng viln bao NgOOi Vilt, nha thd Thai Ta HOp, di diln 0y Ban Thic Hiln i TOOng
Ni0m ThuyOn Nhan Viot Nam, néi: “Day la m0t gil c m0 khéng chl cla riéng t6i ma con la cla
nhilu ding h00Ong t0 b0y lau nay. Sau nhil u nam than

Hang ngli, t0 trai, Chanh An Nguyln Trlng Nho, nha thl Thai T4 HIp va Lult SO TO Huy Hoang tr
g gian nan, trdi qua nhil u khé khan vo mOt tén gido, tdm linh, hanh chénh... culi cung dai
t00ng nidm da c6 dilc chl di dit. KO t0 nay, cac hiOng hin thuyln nhan da cé nii dd yén
ngh, d0ng hO0ng cling c6 nii d0 thOp nén hi0ng hay dit mOt vong hoa ti0ng nidm...”
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V0 vill c chd n Westminster Memorial Park lam ni d0 dit dai t00ng nidm, nha thd Thai Ta HOp
gili thich: “Day la m0t vi0 ¢ lam khé khan. Chang t6i mul n tranh mOi d0 nghO khi chOn chO.
Chung téi nght cac hi0ng hi n thuyl n nhan thul ¢ nhillu tén gido khac nhau hol ¢ khéng thul c
ton giao nao. Vi vly, kilm mit chD d0 khéng gay tranh céi vl viin dl nay mOt r0t nhilu thOi
gian. May m0n thay, culli cung, ban giam dd c Nghia Trang Westminster da di ng y danh mot
chl cho dai t00ng nidm.”

“VO mOt tam linh, khi t6i vO Ot bidn, thuyOn b0 b&o danh v, t0t vao bl biln HIi Nam, t6i da
chOng kiln sO ra di cla 13 ng00i cung thuyln. Lac dé t6i tdm nguyl n ‘khi din b0 n b0 t0 do,
phUithOc hiln mOt dilu gi dé d0 t00ng nid m nhi ng thuyl n nhan nay, ciing nhi t0t cl cac

thuyl n nhan khéc, da bl ming trén di0ng tim t0 do.” TGi nght, day la trach nhilm c0a ngl Ui
sing diivlingOUichOt. Vindukhong c6 hang tram ngan thuylln nhan t0 nIn chla chic thD gili
mO tdm nhan ai dén chung ta vao cac x0 sU t0 do... va cé mitti0ng lai t0t dlp nh ngay hém
nay, nén vidc lam nhd chO la thD hi0n sO tri &n...” nha thO nay chia sU tilp nh0 vOy.

Ngay 21 Thang MOOi MOt vOa qua, 0y Ban ThOc Hiln Bai TOOng Nilm da ky hi p ding vOi ban
giam di ¢ Nghta Trang Westminster, theo d6, nghta trang si d0 m trach cong vill ¢ xay di ng dai
t00ng nidm, nOm t0i gbc di 0 ng Bolsa va Hoover, ngay cllnh Nghia Trang Quéan Bl .

MOt phl n danh sach nhng ngi0i da khult trén di0ng tim t0 do d00c khi ¢ vao tOm da hoa c0ng.
Nha th0 Thai Ta HOp cting cho bilt hil n pho t00ng bl ng d0ng mau nau (brown bronze),
do diéu khi c gia hO'a st Vi Vithdc hiln, da c6 siin va 0y ban da chuyl n di n nghta trang.

Ong ciing cho billt, theo phac hla dai t10ng nilm, bl c t10ng bl ng dlng cao 7.2 feet va niing
4,000 pounds sl diDc dittrén mit bl bé tdbng nim gila mit hd nO0c. Xung quanh hD nO0c,
phia bén ngoai, sl 1a nhi ng bia da hoa c00ng cé khi ¢ tén cac thuyl n nhan t0 nin.

PhOn thilt kI dai t00ng nidm va cac cong trinh phl mang s ¢ thai van hoa Vil't Nam sl do kil n

2/5



bai T0Ung Nil m ThuyOn Nhan Vilt Nam di0c dit t0i Nghia Trang Westminster

T&#225;c Gi&#7843;: DI Dzng/Ngl i Vilt
Ch&#250:a Nh&#7853;t, 26 Th&#225;ng 4 N&#259;m 2009 13:49

trdc si cla 0y ban va ban giam d ¢ nghta trang d0 m nhi n va nghta trang sU chiu t0t cO chi phi
cting nhO vidc blo tri va tu bl.

Céng trinh s di0c hoan tdt trong nam 2008 va cé thd khanh thanh khol ng culi nam.

Cang theo nha thd Thai Tu HOp, ngay t0i bulli ky kit b0 n hip ding, c6 mitsh ding hiOng Vilt
Nam ching kil n da xuc ding vii thion cOm d0c bidt cla ban gidam di ¢ nghia trang danh cho
clng diing Viot Nam nén da dit mua cac 16 ddt an tang xung quanh dai t10 ng nil m, nh0 mOt sO
thD hi0n cdng bl ng gil a hai bén.

HOi Y St Vilt Nam Nam California d0t mua 147 16 va da trll b0 ng tiln mOt trén 80% t0ng sO til n.
B0i diln ban chip hanh B0i B0o Tam KO Phi B0 (Toa Thanh Tay Ninh) mua 103 16 va cac
thanh vién cla 0y Ban Thi ¢ Hil'n Bai T0Ong Nio m Thuyld n Nhan mua 50 16, tOng cO ng la 300 16.

NhDO cé sU tai chanh d0u tién nay ma ban giam di ¢ nghta trang mUi khii d0u thO ¢ hiln céng
trinh mang y nghta tam linh va I0ch s nay theo yéu clu cla 0y ban vao nam ti.

Hion di0n t0i bulil0 ky kIt bOn hOp d0ng con cé Chanh An Nguyln Tring Nho. Ong da t0 ra
phin khiiva dl nghl ban giam d0 ¢ nghia trang khi thi'c hiln d0 an cn phi phOi hdp gila kidn
trac sO Vidt Nam va Hoa KO d0 khéng mit di nét d0 ¢ thu kil n trac van héa Vidt Nam, dai ti0ng
nid m phoi c6 khol ng khong gian trl ng, thoang, khdng bl che khult, dU xe c0 qua l0i trén d00ng
Bolsa va Hoover c6 thd nhin thOy.

V0O chanh an gic Vilt nay cting d0 ngh0 I0i di d0 n vao dai t00ng nilm phlidfidc mO rdng ma
khéng lam miOt khéng khi tdn nghiém.

Theo nha thd Thai Tu HOp, d0 thOc hiln dai t00ng nilm nay, 0y ban cing phUitim sO c0 vinva
ho tr0 tinh thO n c0a nhidu nhén vOt trong chinh quyl n dla phi0ng ctiing nh mOt sO chlcsic
ton giao va clng ding nho Linh MO ¢ Mai Khii Hoan (giam dl ¢ Trung Tam Céng Gido Vilt Nam
Giao Phin Orange kiém chl t0ch HOi BOng Lién Tén), Hoa Thi Ong Thich Chl n Thanh (chua
Lién Hoa), ThoOng TOa Thich Vién Ly (chua Dilu Phép), éng Trin Thai Van (dan bidu tilu
bang), Bac ST Nguyl n Xuan Vinh (chl t0ch COng B0ng Vilt Nam Nam California), ba Margie
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Rice (th0 tr00ng Westminster) va hai nghll vién TO B0c Tri va Andy Quach (Westminster) .

“Sau khi nghe éng Thai Tu HO p va phai doan trinh bay vl dai t00ng nidm, t6i th'y cing hUp ly vi
minh la ng00it0 nOn phdinh0 d0n nhOng ng00iqua cl, nhitla nhing ngdOichdtva khdong dlin
di0c bin bl t0 do nhD minh. ThO 1a téi trinh bay va gidi thich vii ban giam dic,” dng Hla Trung
LOp, nglUi dOc trach cOng ding Viot Nam cla Nghta Trang Westminster, kU vOi bdo NgOOi Vit
nho viy. “Sau nhidu thang trao dii v hanh chanh va phap ly vii 0y ban va di0c mit sU quy v0
cl vl n, ban giam dic culi cung da chip thuln cé mOt midng d0t a0 dot dai t00ng nidm.”

Bulilo ky hO'p ding con c6 sl hiin diln cla mit sO thanh vién trong 0y Ban ThO ¢ Hil n Dai
T0Ong Niom Thuydn Nhan Viot Nam nh0 nha tho Ai Com (Saigon Times), Bac St Lé& Hing Sin
va phu nhéan, ba Thu Thiy, Giao SO PhIm Van BOng, Lult SO TO Huy Hoang (cU vinclaly
ban), c6 Khanh Lién Trn (ph0 ta Lult SO TO Huy Hoang), Bac STNg6 Phung HO, mOt sU dUi
dif n trong Ban ChOp Hanh B0i B0 o Tam KO Phi BO, hai bac st Bui Xuan D00 ng va PhO'm
Quang TO (chO tOch va phé chi tOch ban chilp hanh HOi'Y ST Vit Nam Nam California). VO
phia ban giam dl c Nghta Trang Westminster cé cac 6ng Jeff Gibson, Chris Wendel va Hl a
Trung LOp.

Tr0 10§ phOng viln bao NgO i Vidt, Giao SO PhO'm Van B0 ng, néi: “Hém dé chang t6i vé cung
sung si0ng va cdm ding. Buli ky kit hIp ding la s chm hOtmOtthOi kD dai 10 nam di tim
chl an vO cho daitiing nidm. NUi d0t t00ng dai thit thuOn tiln vi n0m ngay dda d0u Little
Saigon d0 mOingdOi Vilt Nam t0 khUp nOitrén thO gi0i mdi khi ghé qua vung nay cé thl din
chiém ngl0ng va thdp m0t nén nhang cho nhilng ngi 0i da khuO't.”

Nha th0 Thai Td Hlp cting cho bilt mit sO thanh vién khac cla 0y ban nhi ca nhilc s Vilt
Dzang, Chi Thidn-Minh Phi [ ng (Radio Bolsa), ky gi0 Khuc Minh, c6 Ban Tam, kil n trac s
BOch HIng va éng Patrick Tantribeau vi bl n vil c khéng diin di0c.

Sau hit, nha thd nay cho bilt b0t c0 ai muln tén than nhan t0 nin blng d00ng biln holc
di0ng bl trén diOng viOt bién khic 1én dai t00ng nilm, c6 thd gli phl0ng danh vi 0y Ban
Thoc Hion Bai T0Ong Niom Thuyl n Nhan Viot Nam, 9234 E. Valley Blvd., Rosemead, CA
91770 hol ¢ qua email sgtimes@aol . com, diln tholli 626-288-2696, fax 626-288-2033.

Khi gdi nh0 kem theo tén tuli ngl0i qué cl, ngay xult phat vit bién, ngay mOt (nd u c6) cung
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dla chi va didn tholi thdn nhan d0 Oy ban lién I0c.

TOt cO hoan toan mil n phi. 0y ban khéng nhiin bOt cO mOt chi phi d00i b0t cl hinh thi ¢ nao.

MuC n bilt thém chi til t, xin vao trang nha http://www.saigonti mesusa.com. (B.D.)
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