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Thilt la Age Inconnu, dlng hii tuli em 14 bao nhiéu?

P0u tién, vao tho kO tho 13 t0i Saintonge, cac tau buén Ha Lan chl'y dil ¢ theo bl biln d0 mua
muli va mang theo rl0u nho t0i BOc au. Luc b0y gil r00u nho Poitoux rit di0c ham m0 va
nganh thiOng mdi phat tri0 n nhanh chéng. Khol ng thd kO XVI nglUita nhinthOy ring r00u
nho khéng gill dilc lau nén cac thiIng gia Ha Lan b0t dlu biln dli rd0u thanh “ri0u nho dOt”.
Pay labllc diuclasi ching cOt.

Vao tho kO XVII, ri0u di0c chia trong cac thung ft b0 ng gd chéne, sau mit thdi gian, ngd0i ta
kham pha ra ring ri0u bil n ra mau h0 phach. Va rilu Cognac dilc ra dli. PhOichd din tho
kD thd XIX Cognac mii di0c chilt ra chai ban chD khéng ban bing thung fat nhi trilc n0a
(Vietsciences chu thich)

HOng nam, d0n mua Noél (ID Giang sinh, Christmas) la t0t ¢ diing lo0t nhilng gian hang 1G 100t
trdng bay nhlng mén hang danh dl bilu xén va trl ng bay trong t0 kinh, khi khach din vil ng
thi thO 0 ng thO 0 ng gia chd trd nh trd ng khui né ra ma dai khach. Bé la ri0u. Cho du ding tiin
thiDu hoai... kinh nién ki m tiln mudn mO con mOt gia chl clng phOirang mua cho di0c vai
chairi0u, trd0c la bilu sOp, hai la mii khach mOt chat rd0u ulng cho 0 m bao t0 ching I0 mOi
khach udng ni0c da chanh chua 1&?

RODOu khéng gi quy hinla ri0u ngoli, con rl0u nlinghia la rd0u dl cho nhing éng nha qué
vla udng vla kha vili con khé mi ¢ dai nhach bt chl'p ham rang cla minh d0 m khéng con
di0c bao nhiéu di cOlicho anOnh, ci0idl I0y le vii ba con c6 bac ta day con bl nh I0m.

Ban ba con gai thi d0 nhOng moén o qul n chl ng dil n, giay dép, bop dim dl kil u, ao dai sim
hoai cho diin khi treo vao t0 4o ching vaicainlala ... slptl mavinthlychladd, radilng
vinconthDy ... trdng trin.

Con dan éng thi sao? VOn mOt b0 d0 vét mOc di mOc I0i hoai nhing khéng dii0c thilu ri0u a
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nghen. BO't chl p ba xa gil ng nghia: “Ul ng chi ba thl d6 v a tin ti0n vl a néi chuyln... nhO a
nhOa nghe thly ma phat ghét, sao khéng t0p uing sl a... bo cho vO con nhi vi né bl khi e?”

VS= Very Superior

VSOP= Very Superior Old Pale

VVSOP= Very,Very Superior Old Pale

Gia khol ng 300 euros trl xudng cho ri0u kholng 22 nam tuli. Gi0 sO Hennessy XO gia m0t
chai la 230 euros (750 ml, 1,5 kg)

MOi nam d0 ng ti0 n 1én gid (nbi theo nghta kinh 10 ngéan hang la tiln mOt gia), nhin gia dan tidn
cla nhing chai ri0u ngoli vl nhathly ma 0n I0nh, nhi ng khdng c6 né thi 0 n I0nh thilt tinh,
nha gi nhin thl'y ma tring trd n, chai rd0 u nao gid cling cao qua, chai nao ciing mi ¢ tidn, cling
thO'y nhan dan toan la nhing chi vilt hoa nhi: V.S.0.P hay V.S.P hay O.P, nao la chi Martell,
Napoleon, Remy-Martin, Hennessy, Bisquit-Dubouche, Camus, Courvoisier. .. thilt la dang
pham nhi ng ai khodi ul ng ri0u ngoli tri0c sau gi cing sl ch tiDn &o quin tring trdn, c6 ngl i
dang ngllidia clt dén quin xa l0n dang ngd mit trang ma cO0i cO0i. Con ba xa thi ghét thilt
tinh. UO ng chi ba thD qul d6 héi rinh vl nha hanh t0i ngl0ita nda chld? Nhing ciing chinh mOy
ba ciling khoai t kil ng clla minh dd0c trdng nhing chai r10u ngoli dittiln dl ba con I0i xom
nd chii, ching I0 trdng mOy cai bop dim hay dép gulc kilu trong t0 kinh, b0 m0 ti0 m ban bép
dl m hay sao? Ban 6ng nght t0i nghil p: mua vai chai ri0u v chdng t0 kinh cho gia dinh thdy
oai, chl m0y ba mua m0y cai bop dIm clt chi ma kin mit viy né? Nhi gilu d0 qudc cim vOy?

Chai ri0u cang di 1au cang dit ti0n chD mOy cai bop dim cla miy ba dl 1au c6 mén vt vo
vil n b0 o tang cho n6 gin ghd.

RODu ¢é nhilu sach cho ring n6 xult hiin tr00c thOi Ai COp xay kim T0O Thép, cé nglli cho
ring ri0u dilc lamratri0c thdi kO xay Thap Babylon, nhing mOy ba dau co tin miOy éng ul ng
rO0u rdivilt s&ch ca ting vO rd0u? NhO ng nai thilt trén vach t00ng Kim TO Thap Ai COp cé vi
nhOng bOc hinh ngd0itatl 10 trdidltblng r00u, va vl vua Pharaon uing ri0u mOt mai d0 ké,
con mit Tr0i Thon Rhah nhiu r00u mOt mai cling dé ké lubn. C6 nghta la: “Ta say, Trli clng
say luén... Trdi say Tr0i ctng lan quay vl i minh...” Cau thl nghe da thilt.

Bén Phap ngdli ta vi a khdam pha mOt cai ding d4, vO nhing loai thd nhl nai va giiu, nhIng c6
hinh quan trlng la mdy tay b0 m ul ng cai chi ma dang lan bo cang, nén nhi Iuc d6é van minh
lodi ngd0i chda lam dd0c céi ly, nhing hi lam ra cai gi ulng d0 ma lan quay day? Ching I0 hOa
st v nhOng 6ng dang... trung gié? Nhi ng trung gio vi rul u hay trdng gio vi gié cting ding
nghia nh nhau.

Nh0 ng theo s suy nghttd Thi0n d0nh ma ra hay t0 Iuc suy nghi do cn nglt ngd vi rd0u ma
biltdilc, third0ucd 0 dilclamt0 luc TOo Thién LOp BUa do sO t0 la Adam lam ra. Adam lam
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ra trong luc tinh c0. SO 1a sau khi nghe I0i vD 1a ¢ nang Eva, chi ¢ giln “landlord” ma an trai
tao. Landlord di vacation vO th0y mOt trai tao, n0i giln ma duli vO ching son ra khii thién dang.
Adam va Eva xullng xa hii tr0 n gian, t0 c0 vé than, til n b0 ¢ khéng c6, nghl nghil p ciing khéng
thanh thD ai dam mO0n? VO 10i b0 “bad credit” v i landlord r0i, thi mOi chuyln b0t dlu clc la cai
chic. Tro0c d6 Adam lam cbng t0 da quen, cai gi cling free cting c6 ngililo kO cO kilm vO cho
ctng ngdli khac lo dum. Nay mOi chuyl n clc qua xa. ROi thli gian tréi qua, ngdi buln mOt
minh trong can apartment vl ng ngi Ui, vO thi di lam xa. Khat qua, mdi thly mOtly n00c ma minh
|0 10n d0 chD nao tim hoai khéng thly. NOOc dé la nOc trai cay, d0 0 mOt goc t00ng. Nay ulng
thD mOt mi0ng, chOt sOm cang t0t d0 khii g0 p ba Eva dau cé hiln gi? Khong dé niUc trai cay
dl qua dém ngay tr0 thanh r00u. Kha mOt cai sao thly... dii vui qua. NOOc gi uing vé thly Im
cl timlong. BOilén hiOng t0 day, ba xa rly thi kI ba, nhiu xong la minh ngd r0t ngon. Con
tri0c d6 ulng toan la sla dé cla ba Eve bt uing hoai 0n muln chit. D6 ri0u blt diu tl dé
ma xullt phat ra.

Cai cau ngl Ui x0 a n6i khéng sai chut nao: “Nam vé tlu nhi kU vd phong” (nghia la dan é6ng ma
khong cé chuat ri0u 0m long thi nhD cay cl khéng gl p di0c gi6 viy). Con nhd Quan Van
Tr00ng tr00 ¢ khi trdm Van Xu ngoai trin tiin v di0c chl soai Tao Thao thi0ng cho mitly ri0u
néng 0 m long dé sao?

Hat bl i ngay x0a thiOng gilt cl sau lIng ,t00ng cang cao lon thi cl cang nhil u, tr00 ¢ khi dao
kép ra dong tull ng thi 0 ng thO 0 ng kép chanh xin t0 cho phép uing mit chut rd0u cung tdi ban
thO, r00u vao thi mua gi0m dao mii linh nghid m. Bén dich cting cl gilt I0ng bén ta cling cl gilt
I0ng, d00ng d0ng quang minh chanh ddi, tha la b0 ddch chém chittlitrdn ti0n chd khéng
chOu bl chiy tric baquantiing si. 00c gi miy t00ng ta cla minh tr00c khi ra tr0 n thi I0ng
nén gilt nhing la cl nhO viy, d0 khdi bl dan chang ma chly I1én phi ¢l tau chiln ra ngoli qulc,
b0 I0i ba quan linh trang... 0 tu hOt cO chic nam trdi.

Bay gil tr0 I0ir00u sO0ng hOn. NhiDu ngd0ith0Ong thOc mdc tlisao ri0u mOnh c6 chD tén la
V.S.0.P hay V.S.P. Nhiing chl nay s dinh gia tulird0u, mJcdlulo r00u tung rathd tr00ng
ghi la gia din vai chic tulli, nhO'ng ai tin? Phii c6 mOt ban thOm d0nh vién nOm ri0u qulc 0 co
bl ng clp dang hoang. Hang nam I0 h0ingd0ita din nO m va ghi dil m vao nhi ng gil'y niém
phong. Lo r10u nao ma an gian thi kI nh than bl0i danh li0t trdn d0i. NhIng 16 ¢6 danh t0u
khong them lam vy, con nit né cO00i. BO qua vl nOm r00u ddnh gid tr0 di. N6i chuyl n sau nay.
Thot sO rd0u mOnh ¢é nhillu danh hilu nghe quéi di vé cung, cang Ién cao cang thy 0n, chl
khong phli chly ra chl Tau ma mua la xong. Tén nghe rung rdn sau day: Triomphe, Vieille
Reserve, XO, Extra Anniversary, Cordon Bleu... d00c in mau vang ngan r6 rang cl a nhi ng
danh t0u sau day: Courvoisier, Hennessy, Martel, Remy Martin, Bisquit, Hine, Camus, Denie
Mounie, Monnet, Otard, Augier, Comandon, Delamain, Exshaw, Gautier Freres, Prunier,
Salignac... Con ndu b n chl bi0t o teo vai tén gillng nhl anh hang x6m sat vach thi dich th
anh thul ¢ lo0i di mua ri0u cla miy tilm ba tau rdi. Cung chiOng hOt 10y gi lam vui? Con dO

hi n anh néng phu milt I0c t0nh, bilt phan bilt lodird0u d0 nao tén la Ba Qulo, ri0u dl CO
COn, MO Tho hay ri0u dl hiJu 2 Cay COu 0 Vinh Binh (riéng lo0i r00u d0 nay t6i c6 hii nha lam
r00u d0 danh t0u nay, hii dang mOt tay bOm nhOu ding xU r0 g0n d6. Anh ta n6i ul ng thd r00u
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nay xong thi mit cay clUu di khéng v ng té xull ng séng la cai chic, nén phlli c6 2 cay clu, té
cay nay con cay kia!” Chiu phép Thay ri).

Con nla néi chla hit. Riéng t0i Phap h0 kO thD ngd0ingoliqudc l0m, midng hD cO0icOOivly
d6 chi hd khi dO minh [dc nao minh khéng hay cho ma coi, h0 kI mdy anh American tr0 ¢ phu
I0m. HO thOOng néi “TOi MO no bil't gi mil ng nhai hotdog, tay cO'm lon bia, m0t ngé trl ng trl ng
t0i d& banh ca na football, 1du 1au ra ngoai ding gay sU vii MO den la t0iné vui rli”. HO c6
nhOng lodi rd0u chl ban t0i Phap ma thoi, khdng c6 di d0 ma xult clng nhi: Jean Danflou
Grande Champagne, Madame Gaston Grand Fine Champagne, Croizet Age Inconnu va Frapin
Chéteau de Fontpinot. Riéng 2 loli sau cung Croizet Inconnu va Frapin Chateau de Fontpoint
dl u danh riéng cho chi 16 ul ng riéng ma théi, ching I0 chl 16 danh t0u I0i phdichly ra ngoai
ch0 ma mua ri0u cla minh v dai bl n be? B6i khi mIng sinh nhit hay dia chau ra dii h0 mQi
bay ra ban diu gia cho thién hd On chli, mua vé vao clla dl rlitidc nulira vl vi nghe din co
6ng nao dil n tholi t0 Madrid mua hit cl thung sang nay rlli, nghe din la chl hang xe Ferrari
bén Y ghé qua Madrid mn &n nghe dl t0 bao cdo, hit hin mua clp tlc, klo mOy thing “dan
ngu khu den” mua tri0c thi tl ¢ ngan ndm v ng hin. Danh t1 Age Inconnu: c¢é nghia 1a khéng
bilt tuli, mul n doan ra sao thi doan, y nhi tulicla mOy c6 ca st Saigon vy, I0n nao hii em
cting n6i déi mi i cach day gin 25 nam rli cling néi... em déi mOOi. Thilt 1a Age Inconnu, dllng
hiituli em la bao nhiéu?

VOy rd0u Cognac la gi?

Tiong MO gOi la Brandy, til ng Phap gUi la Cognac. Cognac la mOt lodi rd0u mOnh t0i Phap,
vang danh thién hi0, nh0 bén Tau c6 r10u Ngd gia Bi va Mai Qud LO. Chinh r00u Mai QuO L0
nay ma t00ng Quan Céng chém riit dlu Nhan LOOng Van Xu vao mit mua dong tuydt r0i miln
clc BOcniOc Tau.

Brandy la mOt lodiri0u dilc cOttd rd0u chat ma ra, Cognac cing viy, h dung champagne clt
ra. X0 nao cing c6 Brandy, nhil ng Brandy la Brandy con Cognac la Cognac. Cognac tén mit
lang clla Phap chuyén mén cOt chl ra ri0u mOnh tén lang ndi danh thanh ra tén riéng luén. Nhi
ta cd Bat Trang nghia la dd0 gim Bat Trang (nay t0i Ha NOi). Cognac nim 0 midn Nam nd0c
Phép, rlng kholl ng 250 ngan acres (Acre = mdu Anh = 0,4 hectare = 4000m?).

Bén ngoai la bil n Atlantic, con trong thi cé dong séng Charente. Cognac chl la mOt tinh I nhO
ndm trong 3 t0 nh I0n: Angoumois, Saintonge va Aunis. Trong thii gian b0 tr0 b0i La M4, thi
nhOng tOnh 10 nay ngoai sU lam r00u nho hd con lam muli bil n rdt ngon, cung clp cho toan
viing Chau Au. La Ma c6 til n nhilu nhi nhing cong nghl nay. Riéng con séng I0n Charente la
ndi ghe xudng t0p n0 p mua ban, xubi ngl 0 ¢ Bl ¢ Nam. NI u khédng nhi mit 1&i budn, ngi0i Hoa
Lan gic Blc, tén la Den Helkenwijk thi chang ta s khéng cé loli Cognac ngon ma ul ng dau.
Ong l4i ri0u nay chuyén mua rl0u Phép chi bl ng ghe xull ng sang Hoa Lan, ngay kia éng tinh
toan thl'y cang chi cang I0 vl n, thung t6n6 r00u chat qué cl ng ki nh, khiéng vac tin nhilu tiln
cbng sic. Chiing I0 dip nghU cla éng cha minh d0 I0i? Ma r00u chat dd hay tring toan la nic
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la n00c rt nhilu, t0i sao minh khdng lam cach nao it n00c dl dU chuyén chi, rli vl d0n bl n thi
pha thém nd0c vao tiln I0i d6i b0. Nght la lam, éng nh0 mOt 16 rd0u tim cach ching ri0u chat
dum 6ng. DT nhién chl 16 nght trong bl ng: bl cha nay khung sao day? Nhi ng cting nghe IUi,
dem thung r00u chat d0 ma chlng cach thly.

Ti0ng Hoa Lan gli la Brandewijin (nghta la burned-wine = diit r10u) Thanh thD ngay nay th0 gi0i
xai danh t0 Brandy thi khong 0y gi lam ID.

Pun néng din mit nhiltdl viadin 173° F ({t00ng di0ng 78.3 d C) thi ri0u chat bl ¢ thanh
ethyl-alcohol. Hi n6bng d00c dong I0nh I0i thanh mOt chOt r00u minh, chinh éng lai rd0u va chi
16 cOtrd0u ulng ly ri0u dlu tién thi té ching gdng, ngl kho nguyén dém. Thic dly cl hailly
lam hoan h v6 cung. Nhilng muln trl thanh Brandy thi phUi chOng cOtthém mOtI0n nda, ulng
vai ly rdi thi kha vao 10, 16 phUt IDa thi thanh cong.

Con Brandy t0i California thi d0 mOnh cla rd0u 0y ra di0c 85% alcohol. TOi Phap nglli ta
dung loli can ri0u tén la Gay-Lussac, dil ghila 40 d0 G.L nghta la chila 40 % alcohol. Con
nhOng x0 thuOc O0nh hO0ng cla Anh Qul ¢ (Great Britain) thi ngl Ui ta dung danh t0 Proof, nhi ng
qua din MO thi Proof di0c hillu theo nghta khac ri. Néi thi hii kD cOc, bén Anh Qulc hi dung
chl Proof nghta la r00u mOnh d0n d0 nao do, dilc pha thém chit thul ¢ diém sinh (lodi dung
trong thul ¢ sung, g c la Sulfur) DT nhién khi pha lo0i thul ¢ sung d6 vao rl 0 u thi xin d0 ng ul ng
nghen, udng vao chit rang chlu. Ma ho tinh dung can I00ng cla hO rdi b0t diém Ién, hOn hip
do6 nd cai um... B6 la proof cla Anh Quic diy. Va 100 British Proof c6 nghia la chda din
57.1% alcohol. Con qua MO thi Proof hD nhiilén gdp 2 10n. Vidd nhd d0 r00u bén Phap ngdli
ta ghila 40 G.L thi t0i Anh QuOc ngd0i ta ghi la 70 proof British, con qua bén MO thi ngl Ui ta ghi
la 80 proof U.S.A. Proof hay khéng proof dan nhiu khéng ciin, ma chll cIn ullng vao mit cai la
thOy I0a chay rIn r0n trong ngl 0i, thém mOt mil ng mOi nhOu, rdi thém mOtly nOa... thi cho du
ngay mai sa dil a ngllc ta cling khéng s, phii khéng?

Brandy khi cOt xong thi chl ¢é mOt chit I0ng tr0ng trong, cé v cay vO say. Nhi'ng nhl dan
Cognac clt lolli nay trong mOt thung ténd (tonneau) thi ra mau vang nau s m. Thung toné nay
chla dilc khollng 350 lit (157 gallons). Bén Phap nhi mit lodi cay diic biltla cay slimicO

rl ng Limousin Forest (h0'0ng BOc trén nui c0a vung Cognac). Loli cay nay rt cao IUn, thd g0
r0t mOn khéng r0 nO0c, nhilu chOt tannin (chit dang dilng cla cay). Chinh chit nay t o h00ng
vl cOa Cognac ma khéng nli nao trén thl gililam di0c. Mul n dung cay nay phUi l0a cay thi
din 100 tuli sOp lén cady mOish ding dilc, tri0c dé cay con non, thi hiOng r00u vO cognac
ctng con non tay luén. Khi cay Limousine Oak nay hi xulng thi phli cé thD chuyén dong thung
tond bt tay vao vilc miidilc. HO cla ra ting millng di ¢ dai hinh chd nhit, chOt ra ngoai sén
c6 chut béng mat, vi qua ning cay sl nit rin ra. B0 chlng kholl ng 3 nam mia nl ng thi xai
diOc rOi, 10 d6 h0 mOi déng thung ténd dl ban cho 16 ri0u. Hang déng thung fat ndi tidng t0i
lang Taransaud th0Ong m0 10p diy hi ¢ trd chuyén mén dong thung ri0u ma lam sinh k. HO ¢
khol ng trén 4 nam thi hi siin dd0c r0i. Khi bOn ghé din 10 ri0u Cognac thi ding quén ghé diin
lang Taransaud nay.

Nhilu 10 ri0u danh t0u nho Camus hay Delamain thO 0 ng thich chia r00u trong thung téné ca
mua |0, vi sO lam mui r00u thO m h0 n thung mQi toanh.
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MUi lo0i Cognac lam ra cho mt mua nho, thing thiOng ngd0ita chia trong mit h0m sau, gl
la Chais. Ly do sé&u di0i dit thi khéng khi khong bl thay dli nhilu nhO trén mOt dit, cang sau
cang t0t, di0i sau thi khdng khi oxygen khéng nhill u, khéng lam cho ri0u chua, nhl vOy mOit0t
cho r00u. ROingdOitadong s, vanam cltdili hOm. ROichd vai chOc nam thi khui hO'm ra
ban, mii hOm r00u ban ra thi con chau 3 dili an khéng hit sO tiln I0i dé. Cho du thung kin diin
mOy, khdng mOt gilt nao chly ra di0c, nh ng khi khui ra thi ri0u da mOtt0 3 d0n 4 % trong
I00ng thO tich, ma chO 16 thO0ng nhan vai gii la phiin c0a Thién Thin gi0 cla “a la part des
anges”. Nhi vy toan t0 nh Cognac hang nam Thién ThOn d& nhOu mOt [én d0n kholng 15 trilu
chai lit. Xul ng nhing hm r00u sau thO'y vach t10ng da c6 nhing I0p réu den nghOt b0i nOm
fungus (khoa hi ¢ glii la: Torula compniacencis fungus). Bé la bllng ching r00u di0c thién
nhién thii gian nhing tay vao. Khollng 5 nam dl u tién trong thung ténd chilt tannin cla cay sUi
tac ding vOichOt acid cla cognac ri0u, rli gilm I0n 10n theo thdi gian. Sau 5 nam n0 a thi mau
vang nhit s0 biln thanh mau vang hi phach, thi vO chi r00u da 10 tuli r0i. NhD ng khéng phUi
di qua lau, nlu di qua lau thi coi chi'ng Thién Thil n nhiu s ch bach chi con thung khéng ma
thoi. Nhi ng t0i sao chai ri0u Cognac I0i ghi 50 nam tuli thD ? La vi h0 chD d0n nam tho 10 thi
hO khui thung ton6 r0i sOt ra chai clt vao chl khac.
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