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C6 rt nhilu gil thuyOtdDara vl nguln gic clatl “okay”. Day la vai gi0 thuylt vO ching:

- N6 bt nguln t0 “okeh”, mOttl cla dan Da B0 Choctaw nghia la “yes.”

- N6 la chi vilttlt cla Obediah Kelly, m0t dlily chuyén chd hang hoéa bing diIng sOt, ngd0i
da dung nhing chi cai diu tién d0 vilttlt trén nhing t0 gily dan va cho diu hilu r0ng mOi thd
da dilc cho phép.

- N6 din tl tén cla clng Aux Cayes U Haiti, ma n6 di0c phat am la “okay.” Ngl Ui ta ndi r0 ng
tho tr0n Aux Cayes nli ti0 ng trong sU nhing thi'y thO dung r00u rum cOa thO trfdn nay. HO da
nhidm théi quen vii cau, “B0n bilt dly, day thit sO la chOt li0u Aux Cayes” — cé nghia la chO't
I00nNng hi o hing.

Chung ta ¢é tho tilp t0c, nhilng bOn n0m b0ty t00ng nay:

SO gili thich dung d0n d00c khdm pha bli mit giao sO BOi hi c Columbia, Allen Walker Read.
Ong da ching minh ring t0 “OK” di0c vilttOttl can t0 “oll korrect,” mit cach vilt khéi hai cl a
“all correct.”

Culi thOp nién 1830, né diOng nhi la mOt mOt thOi trang trong s nhing ng00i vilt bao phat
minh nh ng chi cai ddu tién hai h00c dl dung trong nhlng cau chuyln cla hi. Bilu nay ngay
nay ching phUila mity t00ng khéi hai dl ¢ bilt, nhIng ngllita da n0m nhing mui v d0n gidn
da qua dé ri.
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NhiDu chl cai diu tién cDa mOtt0 da lién quan din vil c danh v n sai. Bl n da gdp OK, “oll
correct”; KY, “know yuse” (no use); KG, “know go” (no go); NS, “nuff said” (enough said); van
van ...

HOu hOt nhOng chl céi diu tién khéi hai kéo dai ching bao 1au. OK I0i khac, mit phin vi né tiln
I0i trong hOi tholi. NhO ng n6 cting con mOt ly do khac.

Vao nam 1840, Martin Van Buren tranh ¢l t0 ng thing, ngd0ita gii éng la “Old Kinderhood,”
theo thO trn n0i éng sinh ra0 New York. Nhi ng ch cai d0u tién cla “Old Kinderhood,” t0t
nhién la “OK.”

NhOng ngd0iOng hD Van Buren glii cau I0c bl chinh trd cla hi 1a “OK Club” va “OK” tr0 thanh
khOu hiCu c0a hi. HO cing hé khO'u hiDu nay t0i nhing cudc tul n hanh. B0t cO 0 dau hO clng
hé to dl ap dlo dlithd cla hD. D6 la philng phap phl biln cla chiln dlch tranh ¢l trong
nhd ng ngay do.

NhOng dii th0 cOa Van Buren, cung luc, blt d0u tim cach dung “OK” d0 chi ng lai 6ng. HO noi
né la chi vidt t0t bOi “Orfully Konfused,” hoU ¢ “Often Kontradicts,” hol ¢ “Out of Kast, Out of
Credit, and Out of Klothes.” Vao luc hit chiln dich tranh cl, mii ngd0i da nghe quen t0 “OK”
va nhilu ngl Ui da dung né v i nghta “all right,” y nh0 ngay nay. Nhng hd da quén mOt thuDt
ngl nay da bt nguin t0 dau va dilc vilttlttl cho gi.

Bay gil bin biltrlinhé. BOng dl b0t kO ai kD khac di —dilc chl (okay)?
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