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Johann Sebastian Bach la nhil ¢ s7, nha solln nhilc ngi0i BUc, di0c hdu thd coi la mOt thién tai
am nhOc I0n lao nhOt trong thO i d0i Baroque.

0 Johann Sebastian Bach

Gi0ng nhi céc loli nghl thult khac cUa thli dli nay, &m nhOc Baroque nhi'n m nh vao giong
nhic lién t0 c. Trong cac sang tac &m nhic, J. S. Bach da dlila cac ki thult am nhiUc nhO dii

did m (counterpoint) va t u khac (fugue) I1én céc trinh d0 cao nhit. BOi dil m la cach trinh dil n
hai hay nhiJu til t di0 u (melodies) dl ng thdi v i nhau con t0u khic la cach sang tac trong dé céac
nhoc cl khac nhau [0p I0i cung mOtti0t didu vOi mOt chat biln dli (variations).

J. S. Bach la m0t nhi ¢ st kiém nhUc tr00ng, da sang tac hang tram bl n nhilc gim c0 300 hip
khac thanh nhilc ¢cé tinh ton gido va thi tOc, di0c gUi tén la cantatas.

Culc dliclaJ.S. Bach

Bach chao dili vao ngay 21/3/1685 tli Eisenach, miln Thuringia n00c BUc, 1a ngl0i con Ut cla
6ng Johann Ambrosius Bach va ba Elizabeth Laemmerhirt. Vao nam 1695 do cU hai cha va m[
qua dii, J. S. Bach da sng viingO0i anh cO tén la Johann Christoph Bach (1671- 1721), m0t
nhi ¢ sT chli dan organ t0i Ordruf. Ong Christoph nay 1a hi ¢ trd cla nhil ¢ sT séng tac dan
keyboard tén la Johann Pachelbel. NhD vOy J. S. Bach b0t ddu dit0i tr10ng vao nam 1692 hay
1693 va da hic cac bai nhic dlu tién vii nglli anh cl, dilc hic cach x0 dng dan clavichord,
hapsichord va dan vi cm (violin).

SO hOc cla Bach kha tiln b0, t0i nam 1700 nhO gil ng ca hay, Bach diilc chin vao ban hilp ca
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gl m cac hi ¢ sinh ngheo i nha thO Michaels 0 Luneburg. Khi b0 vO tilng, Bach tilp t0c sng
t0i Luneburg trong mOt thd i gian, thO 0 ng vao dic sach tdi thD viln cla nha tri0ng, day la nli co
bl slutlp lodi &m nhOc tdén gido r0t dly d0 va hidn ddi. Cé 10 vao thii gian nay Bach cing dilc
nghe Georg Boehm bilu dil n, dng nay la nhi ¢ sT dan organ cUa nha thd Johannis. J. S. Bach
ctng tham vil ng Hamburg d0 tham dO céc buli trinh diln c0a nha sol n nhi ¢ va nhi ¢ sT dan
organ danh tid ng Johann Adam Reinken t0i nha thd Katharinen, nghe ban nhilc hoa t0u Phap
cla Ba ToOc Von Celle.

J. S. Bach tr0 vO Thuringia ¢6 I0 vao culli mua hé nam 1702. NhO cac kinh nghilm t0i Luneburg
va vao luc nay da la mit nhi c si dan keyboard c6 hl ng, Bach thIng hay bil u dil n nhi ¢ tén
giao. Ngoai ra, 6ng con la nhi ¢ sT giup vui cho giai cp thIOng IDu va la mOt nha giao dic am
nhoc. J. S. Bach khéng chU trl 0 ng sang tac am nhi ¢ cho hUu thD, d& khéng ¢l u mong céac tac
phOm ca minh di0c cac nhic sT dli sau trinh dil n.

TO ngay 4/3/1703, Bach la mOt nhi ¢ sTtrong ban nhil¢c hoa t0u clla 6ng Johann Ernst, B4 TOOc
miln Weimar rlit0 nam 1703 t0i 1707, di0c chinh thd ¢ b0 nhil m lam nhi ¢ si x0 di ng cay dan
organ mii cla nha th Arnstadt thulc mi0n b0c x0 Thuringia. Vao nam 1707, J. S. Bach k't
hén vili c6 em hi Maria Barbara, hil ¢é 7 ngd0i con nhil ng ba Barbara qua dili vao nam 1720.
Trong s cac ngllicon nay, 4 ngili la cac nhi ¢ sT sang tac danh ti0 ng.

TOigiadinh, J. S. Bach la m0t ngl0i cha tOn t0y nhi ng khi ra ngoai xa hii, dng I0i 1a mOt ngO Ui
néng tinh khi gdp phoi sO ching ddi hay b0t tai cla cac ngili khac. TOi cac thl xa Anstadt va
Mulhausen, Bach da céai nhau vili cac éng chi ri trl v midn Weimar vao nam 1708, lam vilc
trong tril u dinh Saxe-Weimar trong 9 nam vli chl ¢ v0l nhi ¢ st dan organ va nhi c si thinh
phong. Nhilm vl cla J. S. Bach la sang tac nhil u hi p khuc tén giao cantatas. Chinh trong thOi
gian nay da xult hidn cac bl n nhic xult s c dung cho dan organ. Nhi ng Bach da c6 I0n cai cll
vli Ba TOOc nén rOi tridu dinh nay vao nam 1717. TO 1717 t0i 1723, Bach phic v Hoang TO
Leopold cla xd Anhalt-Cothen vOichlc vl giam ddc a&m nhOc. Cac céng vil ¢ ti trid u dinh nay
rit d0n gi0n, khéng doi hili nhilu nhi ¢ tén gido vi vy Bach c6 thd danh thii gil sang tac cac
bl n nhic th0 t0c dung cho vai loli dan phl théng.

Vao nam 1721, J. S. Bach kOt hén vOi c6 Anna Magdalena Wilcken, mit ca si chuyén nghil p.
HO da c6 thém 13 ngi0i con. Trong s 20 ngl0i con cla Bach, 9 ngili da sing t0i tuli tri0ng
thanh. Cac ngllli con nay da giup cha trong céng vil ¢ chép hang tram bl n nhi ¢ cantatas dung
trong cac bulli I0 t0i nha thO, cling nhi v6 sU b0 n nhi ¢ khac dung vao cac dip L0 Giang Sinh,
L0 Phc Sinh, cac I0 h0i hay vao vilc ging diy am nhic t0i cac gia dinh.
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TOinam 1723, Bach din nha vO Leipzig va sing tlindiday t0i culiculc dli. J. S. Bach la giam
dic clatriIng am nhdc St. Thomas, mit n0i dao t o cac nhilc sinh cho cac nha thi cla thanh
phi. TO nam 1740, Bach b0 b0 nh mdt nén giin nhi bl 16a vao cac nam culli dUi rdi qua dli vao
ngay 28 thang 1 nam 1750 vi b0 xult huylt ndo (stroke).

Cac cong trinh am nhic cla J. S. Bach

Johann Sebastian Bach

Johann Sebastian Bach 1a mOt nhi ¢ sT dan organ xullt sic, mitblc thly v sdng tac am nhlc,
mOt ngl0iding dlu v b0 mén dlididm cla thiidii dé va cling la mit nha gido dic am nhiic
co tai. J. S. Bach con la m0t tin d0 d0o Lutheran thul n thanh, c6 cac cm xdc toén gido bidu

hil n qua céac sang tac am nhoc. Gilng nhi nhilu nh ¢ sTthii Baroque, nilm tin va vilc lam cla
Bach d0u mang tinh cach tén giao bdi vi nhilng ngd0i nay cho ring lo0i tén gidao nay da che chl
cho con ngd0itranh khii b0 cac t0 t00ng khoa hic, tim hilu duy ly c0a thDi ki PhO ¢ HO ng.
Cang vi Bach thi 0 ng coi céc tai nang cla minh la do Thi0ng B0 ban cho, vi vy 6ng ky t0t trén
cac sang tac, ngay cl trén cac bin nhic thd t0c, bing 3 chi INJ c6 nghta la “sang danh Chua
Jesus” (In the Name of Jesus).

Cac ngllidilng thdithDOng ngli khen J. S. Bach la mOt nhO ¢ sT dan organ cé tai ma thi0ng
quén di cac sang tac am nhi c cla Bach, nhilng c6ng trinh nay gdm 60 t0 p (volumes) nhilng
chl cé 9 hay 10 tOp di0c xult bl n trong thii gian Bach con sng bdi vi vao thili d0i nay, ngd0i
ta cho ring cac bin nhic cla 6ng qua phic tip, hi 0a thich lo0i nhi ¢ phong diiln gin, sing
ding hO'n. Tai nang sang tac clla Bach chll dilc xac nhin dly d0 vao nam 1829 khi nhi ¢ st
ngl0i B0 c Felix Mendelssohn kham pha ra b0 n nhi ¢ “NOi Kh COc cla Thanh Matthew”
(Passion According to St. Matthew).

J. S. Bach khdng quan tam sol n ra ly thuydt &m nhi ¢ cling khong thi nghil m cac thD lodi mQi
ma chl dung cac hinh thOc &m nhi ¢ di0ng thdi, ngodi tr0 th0 nhic kO ch (opera) nhi ng tai nang
claBachdabaogim mittim ring l0n, t0 cac dlidilm phlc tlp nhittlicac hp am din gin.
Bach ¢l giing dilnt0 cOm xdc cla bln nhic, cho ring mic dich cla a&m nhic la tho nén mOt
thD 0nh h00Ong tac di ng (affect). ThD 0nh hO0ng nay th00ng di0c xac nhin ngay ti phOn dlu
clabln nhic rlitdiphdn than bl n nhic trinh bay céc chi ti0t. Day la sU khac bilt vii cac bl n
giao hi'Ing (symphonies) cla Beethoven trong dé blc 10 rd sl t00ng phin vd nhic phong
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(style) va cac ni dung cIm xuc (emotional content) t0i mOi phOn cla nhdc phim. J. S. Bach da
dung mit lodit0c ky am nhic t0i cac hip am co be trim (the bass part) di0c chd dlnh blng
cac con si. Phing phap nay dilc glila bé trim ghi sO (figured bass hay basso continuo = bé
trim lién tl c).

Trong céc sang tac, J. S. Bach cln thl n duy tri dai Iau phong thai @m nhl ¢ (the mood) dl diln
t0 d0c tinh cla bl n nhic, dai lau hin cac nhic st thii sau, ki cO Beethoven. Bach thO0ng hay
trinh bay 10i mOt giai didu b0 ng cach b0t chic (imitation), I0p I0i giai difu gl c bdng mOt gidng
cao hin hay trim hi n, va Bach cting dung mit nh0 p khdng dli. Cac tac phm a&m nhic cla
Bach ham chla sl ¢ thai &m nhilc quic gia cla thii dli, phin I0n 1& Phap, BOc, Y va Anh.

J. S. Bach tin t00ng rdng nh &m nhi ¢, éng co6 thd phUc vl nha thd, cOng dl ng va chl nhan, vi
vy cac sang tac clla Bach khéng chll mang I0i nid m vui cho ngdi nghe ma con c6 gia trl giao
hul n cho cac nhi ¢ st trinh dilln cac b0 n nhi ¢ dé. Vao thii dii cla Bach, ban hip ca thi0ng
nhO, g0m 12 ngd0i vii ban nhi ¢ hoa t0u cling nhi, vi viy Bach da tlp trung vao cach tdo nén
mOt ¢ m giac tinh thOn hin la dung t0i tinh cach 10n lao cOa ban nhi ¢ nhi thii nay.

Céac tac phiim cla J.S. Bach di0c xOp dit theo chD si BWV (Bach-Werke-Verzeichnis) dit ra
do hi ¢ gi0l Wolfgang Schmieder, can cl vao loli &m nhl ¢ ma khéng theo thl t0 nién bil u.
NhOng cullc dlicla nhic st J. S. Bach I0i di0c chia theo 5 giai doln. Mdi giai doin I0i ¢ cac
di ¢ tinh do nhidm v0 cOa tac gil phdi hoan thanh.

1. Giai don thD nhOt (1703—-1708): g0 m cac sang tac vilt t0i Arntadt va Mulhausen. Nhi ng tac
phOm nay chla theo mit dl0ng hO0ng nhitdlnh ma chluOnh hOOng cla nha soln nhic
Dietrich Buxtehude, mit nhic st bl c thy t0i Lubeck. HI p khic cantata mang tén Gottes Zeit,
vli chl dich cla tac gil la d0 trinh didn t0i cac buli I0 an tang, la mit sang tac minh, bl c IO,
cla thli gian nay.

2. Giai dolin thO hai (1708—1717): gdm cac sang tac viit t0i Weimar vUi nhil u h0 p khdc cantata
va cac bl n nhilc ric rl dung cho dan organ, da sl mang nhilc phong clla miln Blc Au nhiing
cing c6 mit sO tac phl m philn &nh tinh trong sang clla loli nhic Y. B0 n nhic danh til ng
“Toccata va TOu Khuc Ré thD” (Toccata and Fugue in D minor) d00c vilt trong thi gian nay.

3. Giai dolln thd ba (1717-1723): g0 m cac sang tac vilt t0i Anhalt-Cothen, day la nhing bl n
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nhO ¢ dung cho nhi ¢ ¢, trinh diln d ¢ t0u hay hoa t0u. J. S. Bach da hoan thanh vao nam
1722 TOp | cOa Tac Phim “The Well-Tempered Clavier” (Ban phim dung thang a&m dilu theo do
mOt quang tdm di0 ¢ chia thanh 12 ban a&m (semitones) cach dlu nhau). TOp Il d00 ¢ vidt xong
vao nam 1744, miitlp gdm 24 b0 n dio khuc (preludes) va t0 u khac (fugues) vilt theo 12 &m
giai tri0ng va thi. J. S. Bach con phi vao trong cac sang tac nhil ng bai thanh ca Lutheran, t0p
trung trong cull n “Sach Nhi Ban Organ” (The Little Organ Book). Sau Concerto Brandenburg
(six Brandenburg Concertos) vil't vao nam 1721 di0c¢ Bach dil t0ng cho nha cai trl clla thanh
ph0 Brandenburg. Bach ciing vilt 4 t0 khdc hip t0u (4 orchestral suites) hay khai khuc
(overtures), 6 sonatas dung cho dan vi cm di ¢ tDu (solo violin) va 6 t0 khuc (suites) dung cho
dan hi cIm dic tdu (solo cello). Ngoai ra con cé cac “T0 Khuc Phap” (French Suites) dung cho
dan hapsichord. Cach villt nhi ¢ trong giai doll n nay cho thiy tac gil dang tang din villc dung
dii didm (counterpoint) d0 thém phOn chOt 100ng va clu trdc cho tac phl m.

4. Giai dolln thD t0 (1723—-1745): gdm cac sang tac vilt tli thanh phi Leipzig. Day la cac tac
phl m chinh danh cho ban hilp ca va dan nhilc hoa tdu (orchestra) nhilng cting g m cac bl bl n
nhic dl ¢ thu. Cac hi p khuc cantata clla Bach vao thii gian nay mang tinh quy ¢ hn cac sang
tac tri 0 c kia.

Y t0Ong claJ.S. Bach muln diln t0 mOtcau chuydn bi hai ma khéng ding san khl u hay cac
dan cOnh, da dilc thd hion qua bln nhic “N0i Khd COc cla Thanh John” (The Passion
According to St. John, 1723) va “N0i Khd COc clla Thanh Matthew” (The Passion According to
St. Matthew, 1729). Cac sang tac nay la cac chuyln ki, gilng nhi hip khac “Coffee Cantata”
(Thanh NhO'c Ca Phé) cé nli dung khac bilt vili cac hi p khac cantata ton giao. Lo0t 6 cantatas
vilt vao nam 1734 cé tén la “Christmas Oratorio” la cac suy t0 vO LO Giang Sinh hiin la m0t cau
chuyln vD LO Giang Sinh.

Trong céac phan dolln cla cac b n nhic, J. S. Bach thiOng dung tli cac giai dillu (melodies)

hay hip &m (chords) a0 mé t0 mit sO vil ¢ (event) nhi IUc ga gay sang, hay tinh tring dic dl a
|én thién d00ng. Qua bl n nhi ¢ “Thanh LU theo cung Si thl” (Mass in B minor), Bach da dung
cac hinh thi c gill ng nh0 nhic kd ch (opera) vao mUc dich tén gido, da diln t0 y t00ng toan clu
cUa tinh thO'n Thién Chuaa gido. TOp nhi ¢ “Thi ¢ Hanh Keyboard” (Keyboard Practice) la cach
phlihOp cach luydn tOp &m nhic viivilc thD phCOng. TOp nhic nay gim c6 bin nhic
“Concerto theo nhilc phong Y” (Concerto in the ltalian style), nhil ¢ phO m danh til ng “Aria vii 30
Bil n Khuc” (Aria with 30 Variations), con dilc gdi la “Cac Bil n Khuc Goldberg” (Goldberg
Variations) va 6 Partitas (bil n di) dung cho dan hapsichord.

J. S. Bach da cho thOy khil nang dla cac loli sang tac t0 thul ban d0u Ién d0 hoan hi o cao
hin, chdng hOn vao nam 1723, 6ng da vilt ra bl n nhic rdc r0 “Magnificat” r0i 15 nam sau la tac
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phim “Thanh LO cung Sith0” r0t danh tilng. TOp Il ca bl s&ch nhi ¢ “The Well-Tempered
Clavier” clla Bach da khong trinh bay mit cach hi thOng cac cung nhl trong tip |. Trong giai
dol n thD t0 nay, Bach cling vilt cac concertos dung cho 1, 2, 3 hay 4 dan hapsichords, vii
phin dim cla dan nhic.

5. Giai dol n thD nam (1745-1750): g0 m 5 nam culi dli ca Bach. Cac sang tac trong giai dolln
nay th0 0ng dung mit giai di0 u nhi ng trinh bay ré rang diOng I0i t0 chic vOi cac tac phl m chinh
la “Nght ThultcDa TOu Khace” (The Art of Fugue), “Céac Bil n Khac Canonic vil't cho bai dlng ca
Von Himmel hoch” (Canonic Variations on the chorale Von Himmel hoch), “Dang Cing Am
NhOc¢” (Musical Offering). Riéng trong t0p nhi ¢ “NghU Thult cla TOu Khac”, chla hoan thanh
nhing gim 18 phin, x0p dit theo d0 khé tang din, viitlt cl bin nhOc dilc vilt can cl vao
mOt giong giai dil u.

Am nhlc cla J. S. Bach c6 nili dung chuyl n chil cac 0nh hilng (affects) t0i ngd0i nghe, gilng
nhO nha hung bidn muln lam thay dili y d0 nh, thanh ki0 n c0a cac thinh gil. NhD vy mOt sang
tac @m nhic la mOt lo0i hung biln vO cung dilu (an oration in tones). Nha tilu s hi'c dlu tién
vilt vD Bach vao nam 1802 la 6ng J. N. Forkel da khen ngli J. S. Bach khéng chi la mit nhic
ST sang tac co tai, ma con la “mit nha th0 &m thanh va mit nha hung biln &m nhic l0nblc
nhOt, x0a va nay chia tlng co”.
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