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Ong MO t6i gl p chil u nay cao thing qué, cé mit tréi tim to 10 n qué.

C6 khdng it ngl0i Viot 0 MO cao ngdo vo I0i, c6 cai nhin “kD th0” vitOng I0p ma hd cho la kém
hO n minh.

Minh hl a c0 a hl a si Nguyl n Khanh Toan.

Chilu ChO nh0t, t6i b ng ding ndicOn I00i khédng muln vao blp ndu cOm nda. Téi néi ThO o
ghé ngang quan hang ban banh mi, cIm chl gl n goc di0ng Bolsa va Brookhurst (Qul n Cam,
California, ndirdt dong ngl i Vit - BT) d0 mua hai ph'n banh xéo v an, til n th, t6i ctng
muln mua vai cai banh tiéu an thl, xem mén banh tiéu clla quan hang nay ngon nhi thl nao
ma c6 em cla ThU o ndi la “ph0i” ghé mua mOi I0n di xul ng Little Sai Gon.

T6i dI't mua hai phl n banh xéo trilc, rli quay sang qudy hang thl ¢c an nglt d0 mua banh tiéu.
Pa c6é mit nglli khach ding 0 quly hang tri0c tdi, va ba dang bl o ba ban hang goéi cho ba “t0t
c0” nhi ng cai banh tiéu nil m trong khay banh. Toi hl p t0p hli ba ban hang con banh tiéu khong
thi ba bl o la hOt ri. Ti bul n tinh budng hai tilng - “Th0 al”, rdi d0ng qua mit bén, khéng x0 p
hang nla. ThOy viy, ngl0i khach hang dang “glm thau” hOt mO0i mOy cai banh tiéu trong khay

quay Idi hoi t6i:

- Chl mun mua mOy cai?
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Téi tr0 10i:

- T6i chl muln hai céi thoi.

Ba khach, ma t6i quén hli tén, nén téi tOm gli la “ba khach banh tiéu”, néi vili ba ban hang:

- Di d0 I0i cho chl nay hai cai di.

Téi quay sang ciUi vli ba khach hang, néi:

-Cam0Onchd. Téi nghe c6 em chilng qulng cao banh tiéu 0 day ngon nén mul n thd cho bilt.

Ba khach banh tiéu cing cili:

- ChiO khéng thiy t6i mua hi't nguyén khay sao?

Ba khach banh tiéu nhin qua qul'y hang thI ¢ an min néi:

- Cho con hai hip I0n sO0n ram, mOt h p canh khQl qua, va dd cho con thém hai phi n banh
X€o0.

Ba ban hang ngoai cll vao phianha blp glilin trilc khi bl0c sang quly hang cm chD:
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- Hai phin banh xéo nla Tam 0.

Sau khi mua xong thi ¢ an r0i, ba khach banh tiéu cting dl ng vao mit géc quan hang, gin toi,
chl banh xéo. Ba noi:

- Banh tiéu 0 quan nay ngon nhit vung Little Saigon dé. B0 qua dém n00ng I0i &an cing con
ngon.

VOa ltic d6 c6 mit ngh0i MO va mOt ngd0i Viot Nam bO0 ¢ vao. Ong MO chim chip viicaigly
chlng trén tay, nhI0ng bl0c cho ngl0i Vidt Nam ding x0p hang tri0c. Anh chang Vil't Nam
nay con rit trd, chi c khollng ching trén di0i ba mO0i tuli, nhOng an mic bé bli ludm thul m va
dl day lam sao. Anh gli mua mOt hO p cOm phOn ba mén, cé cU canh, mOt h0p cdm rang, thém
mOy mén min nla dl riéng. Ba ban hang vila muc thl ¢ an vao hip via n6i vi anh:

- Nhilu qué an sao hit.

NhO ng ngi0i khach hang khéng dim x0a gi d0n I0i n6i cla ba ban hang, anh chiy sang t0
nd0c 0y mOy lon coke I0nh dila cho ba. Anh ¢6 vD vili va nhil sllp phii di ngay. Ba ban hang
vl a géi thU c an vl a néi nhi phan bua vii t6i va ba khach banh tiéu:

- MOy nglOinay la vOy dé, cé ai cho thi mua lung tung, mua nhillu qua hng bilt lam sao an
hot.

Téi ngl ¢ nhién nhin ba ban hang, rli nhin ba khach banh tiéu nhi thOm hoi: “Ai I0i ban hang ma
phan nan la khach mua nhillu bao gill”. Ba khach banh tiéu c6 vl hilu y téi nén thi thao gili
thich:

- Anh chang nay la mOt trong nhO ng ngd0i homeless (v6 gia cU, khéng nha cla. BT) dé, hi cl
ding x0 r0 tr00c cla mdy tiim ban d0 an chd xem c6 ai cho gi khéng.
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Ba ban hang cim mUy cai tui thic an va ni0c di trén mit quly nhi ng chla giao cho ngdli
khach homeless, ba néi: - “HOt thOy $17.5” -, r0i chO thau tiln. Téi cling d0 ng nhin xem anh
homeless nay c6 chi ng bao nhiéu tiln ma dam tiéu nhidu nhi vy cho mdt bl a cIm chilu.
NhOng khong c6 diu hilu gi ching td la anh sO IDy ti0n ra tr0. Ba ban hang ndi I0n, tri ng
khoéng:

- Ai tr0 tiDn cho “nd” day?

Téi nhin quanh quit khéng bil't ba hii ai, vi 0 trong quan hang nay, ngoai ba ban hang, cé toi,
ba khach banh tiéu, va é6ng MQ, thi dau con ai na. Ba ban hang nhin ngl i khach homeless
dang gil tay chi dii giao hang, rli nhin sang ba khach banh tiéu:

- COtrD cho “n6é” ho ?

Ba khach banh tiéu I0 ¢ d0u néi khéng, rli quay sang t6i n6i nhi :

- Téi mdi cho anh ta tiln hi nay.

Ong MO, tay cOm mOt t0 $20, ndy gil ding yén I0ng trilc quly hang, thly 0n o nén lén tilng
hoi:

- What are you guys saying? | don’t understand. (Céac vl dang néi chuyOn gi vily? Toi khéng
hilu. BT)

Ba ban hang I0 ng im, ba khéng bilt phii tr0 I0i dng MO ra sao, ba dla mit nhin ba khach banh
tiéu nhd nh0 ba ndi giup. Ba khach banh tiéu quay sang 6ng MO gili thich:
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- We are talking about this man. He bought too much food, but he has no money to pay. What
can we help you, sir? Do you need to buy anything? (Chung t6i dang ndi vil anh chang nay. Anh
ta I0y qué nhilu d0 &n nhi ng khéng cé til n trl. Chang tdi ¢é thD gitp gi, thia éng. Ong c6 cin
mua gi khong 0?. BT)

Ong MO I0c du:

- No, | don’t need anything. | promised to buy this man dinner. Just give him the food he wants.
| will pay. (Khéng, t6i khéng cl'n mua gi. Téi da hia s mua bl a tli cho anh nay. Ba hay dla dl
an cho anh 0y. Téi sU tr0 tidn. BT)

Ba khach banh tiéu quay I0i n6i v i ba ban hang:

- Ong M0 néi Ong trl tiln cho ngl i nay.

Ba ban hang ha hi ¢ mil ng nhin ngii khach MO, nhing viin chfa chdu dda mOy géi thIc an
cho ngli khach homeless. Ba khach banh tiéu nhic I0i:

- Ong M0 néi di dla d0 &n cho ngl0i ta, 0ng trd tidn.

Ba ban hang lul ng cul ng thi hai g6i thic an va bl ch n00c trén quly. Ngi 0i khach homeless
nhanh tay chOp Iy r0i phdng nhanh ra cl a.

Téi ngd ¢ nhién nhin 6ng MO, ngl0i da r0 ng long chia chén cO m chil u nay cho ngii homeless.
Ong chi ng khol ng trén dii b0 n mOOi tudi thdi, khudn mit trl ng tr0 o, than hinh thon gin,
mOnh khi e, nhng hinh nhi la hOi b0 t0t0 chéan, vi dng phli nhl vao chilc gy chl ng trén tay
trong mii bl 0 ¢ di khO p khi nh. Ong vila cOm tiln thOi 0§ v0a cau may hoi:
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- What is going on? Why was there so much commotion in here? Why didn’t she give the food
to the customer? (C6 chuylln gi dang x0y ra vily. Sao 1n ao thi ? Sao ba ta khéng dla thic an
cho khach?. BT)

MOt I0n nda ba khach banh tiéu phii trd 0§ giup ba ban hang:

- Because the saleswoman did not know who would pay for the food. That man is homeless,
you know. (BOi vi ba 0y khéng bilt ai sO tr0 tiln d0 an. Anh chang nay la dan lang thang ma,
ong thiy diyl. BT)

T6i thém vao:

- That man ordered too much food for one person to eat. The saleswoman was just afraid that
the homeless man was taking advantage of the people who were trying to help him. (Anh ta
yéu clu qua nhillu d0 an ma mit ngl0i c6 thl an dilc. Ba ban hang e nglli 6ng ta IDi ding
nhOng ngl0i co long tOt. BT).

Ong MO D¢ d0u néi:

- It's ok. We still have jobs, we still have money. It is good that we can share with the less
fortunate. We do whatever our heart says. How people act is their business. Don’t judge them

if we don’t know their circumstances. Maybe he got more food because he wanted to save

some for tomorrow, or perhaps to share with those who are in the same boat. (Khéng sao ma.
Chung ta v n con c6 vid ¢ lam. Chung ta v n con c¢6 tiln. Chia s cho nhing ngl0ico sO phln
khéng may la didu t0t. Chung ta lam nhi ng di0 u ma trai tim mach bl o. Con hi ¢l x0 th0 nao dé
la viDc riéng cla hU. B0ng kOt t0i h0 nOu ta khéng bilt rd tinh tring ngd i ta thD nao. Co thd anh
Oy I0y nhiDu d0 an vi muln d0 danh cho ngay mai hol ¢ c6 thl dil chia cho nhilng ngi0i cung
cOnh ngl. BT)

NOi xong, 6ng MU ching gly chim chlp b00c khli quan hang. T6i, ba khach banh tiéu, va ba
ban hang, ding yén khéng ndi dilc I0i nao. SO im I0ng bao trum I0y chang t6i mai din miy
phut sau, khi ba bl p dem mOy phOn banh xéo ra dl 1én quly hang trl0c mOt, chdng t6i mOi ht
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ndi bang hoang.

Téi viitay I0y tdi thO ¢ an cla minh, trd ti0n r0i chao ba khach banh tiéu di ra xe. Téi ki cho
Thio nghe chuylln ngd0i MO tr0 tiln cOm cho ngd0i homeless Vilt Nam. Thio gdt gu khen:

- Ong M0 d6 thilt hay nghen.

Sult mdt quéng di0ng vO t6i im I0ng nght I0i chuydn via xOy ra trong quan hang cOm chd. Téi
cOm thOy c6 chat hD thOn vi minh da khéng c6 dilc mdt t0m long qul ng dili nhD éng MO do,
mOt ng00i khac ching t0c da giup d0 nglUi dlng hIOng cla t6i. Téi da khéng nght din céi vilc
nhO nhoi t6i cé thD lam la mua cho ngdi dl ng h00ng khi n kh d6 mOt phin cdm. Khéng nhi ng
thd, t6i con c6 nhi ng y nght coi thi ng ngd0i khach homeless vi... trd ma khéng chlu tim vil c
di lam, chD bilt sOng n00ng nh0 vao ngd0i kh&c, vi... ngl0i gi dau ma....

Téi ngl 0 ng ngung khi nhi 101 thai d0 cla minh khi da cl tinh b0 0c Iui xa thém mit chat nd a, di
“rdng chl” cho ngl i dl ng hi 0 ng homeless khi “d0 ng chl m” vao téi trong luc anh lang xang
chiy t0 quly hang sang tll nd0c. 0 nh0, tdisao téi I0i nédng ndi ddn tho ? Téi khbng nghtdiilc
nhO éng MO : “D0 ng xét doan ngl Ui khi khéng bilt rd hoan clnh cla hi”.

TOi sao t6i khdng ban khoan t0 hii, bilt ddu nhl ng ngd0i homeless nay cé nhi ng cai khé khan
ma h0 dang phUi phin ddu dd viOtqua?

TOi sao t6i khdng nght la ¢é thl vi mOt ly do nao d6 nén hi khéng c6 ¢l hii d0 tim kil m, giC
ving dl0c cbng vilc lam? Cang c6 thd vituli trd I0m 10, nén h0 d& v Ong mOc vao vong lao ly,
rli vi cai qua khi den t0i d6 da dila hi vao tinh clnh hédm nay? Cling c6 thd vi thOtcO I0 vOn
nén hd miitr0 thanh homeless, khéng cé mit chl n nd0ng than, khéng bilt ngay mai cé gi an
di sOng?!

Ong MO t6i g p chil u nay cao thI0ng qué, c6 mit tréi tim to 10 n qua. Ong gitip ngl0i ma khéng
cln biltla cé bl I0i ding hay khéng. Ong ciing chilng quiln nglli l& cai ngli dl0c éng gilp

khéng cung chung mit qué hi0ng, x0 sO vOi6éng. Tdi ciing clu mong cho ngl0i homeless Vilt
Nam trl do c6 th0 thoat qua clln doi nghéo hdm nay va sau nay anh cting si b0t chic 6ng MO
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ngay nao, dem bat ¢ m Phillu MO u chia cho nhiing ngd0i b0t hOnh hO'n anh.
Chul Nhait, 19.6.2011

BOo Tran (Theo Viltbao 12.6.2011)
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