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Théang TO, ngay 30, nam 1975, mUt man den khing 10 rJi 0p xuOng dan midn Nam, t00c di t0 do
va mii nhan quyln.

Can bl COng SOn tuyén hul n I0n ti0 ng ndi vii chang t6i: “Cac anh co6 tli v i nhan dan va tl
quldc. Do d6 cac anh mit quyln cong dan. Clitlo tdt, di0c tha vO, cac anh philam din xin I0i
quyln cong dan.” Téi thO m nght, cé tli vl i nhan dan va vii t0 qulc c6 nghta la hai cd chén toi
mang hai cai cong st 10 ly sult 24 gi0.

Binh si VNCH b0 bl t ditu dli f1 o sau ngay 30 thang 4, 1975. AFP/Getty Images.

MOt quyd n cdng dan c6 nghia la mit quyln céng dan t0 do. Lam d0n xin I0i quyd n cong dan co
nghta la xin quyl n céng dan X& HOi Chl Nghta. Tu cli t0 o khéng lam vi quyl n céng dan Vilt 0
do khéng bl mit.

NOm trén sUp g0 nham dly mit cla, dai 8 mét ring 2 mét, diu d0 trén ba 16 qul n ao, hai chan

bl xau I0i bli hai cai cong st 10 ly hinh chD U chOp vao ¢l chan, hai dl u cong ull n cong thanh
chi O, xuyén qua chll O la mOtcay sit 10 ly dai h0n 10 mét, khéa IDi 0 hai dl u bén ngoai ti 0 ng
g0. MOi xau st cé di sau tu nhan.

Téi co tlivatéi phlil tu. Bung. TO do va quyldn con ngdli matl tién LOc HOng dl 10i cho tbi va
con chau téi da mot. Téi chl p nhi n va khéng than van. Bém dai vi khéng ngll dic, vi til ng
khoc t0 té cnh vO khéng ti0 n mua gl o nuéi con, nudi cha mi, con phi nghl hic, an may thic
an cin trilc cla hang an ulng. Khong ngl, vi rip t0 cac khe gi bo ra hdt mau, vi til ng thét khi
chult cOng cOn vao cac mit ghd dly mi, vi t00ng lai ca minh, cla v, va cla con.
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Gul ng may chinh quyl'n Sai Gon bl xba b0, thi't nghil p toan b, x00ng th0 nha may ngl ng
hoOt dlng: n n kinh t0 xudng mOc s khéng. Qul hOu bl ng khéng con. Nhi ng chuyén vién kinh
t1 COng SOn dl0c do tlo tli Lién X6 va cac nilc Clng Sin Déng Au trl thanh nhi ng sinh
vién kinh t0 th0 tr00ng nam th0 nhOt tr00c nOn kinh t0 phOn thD nh cOa midn Nam.

Thii kD nay, bao Sai Gon Gili Phdong dang nhi ng bai hi ¢ kinh t0 nam th0 nhOt do Lam Vo
Hoang vil't. NOOc¢ may Sai Gon di ¢ nhd nI0c séng. Ngé Céng Dl c vil't bai bao chi trich. HIu
quO: 10 Biln Tin b0 dong cla va nhain bl hit.

T6i nOm nhin trdi xanh, c6 anh trang, luc thi trang tron, luc thi trang khuylt, trang mOc 1én 10
trang 10n xul ng. Téi A m sao, nhing khe hi gila t00ng gl va mai tén qua hip, chld vin vin
mOt chl c ngbi sao. C6 dém trlli den nh0 m0 ¢ tau, gio rit thi nhD c¢é tidng than khoc nic nO {0
dau vang tli, m0a di nhO thac, gilt mla dip mOnh nh bda bl trén tén thilt, nh0 ¢ ai ném hin
thu cho h cOn giln. CO tr0idlu thOc dOy.

By gil sang. Tén du kich kéo day xich 8 ly trén n0 n xi-mang, til ng kéo |é kéu sit solt, lach
cach ma quai, rin ngl0i, tu nhan mOt tai xanh, khéng bil't Viot COng sO lam gi v i day xich. MOt
tén du kich m khoéa bén ngoai tl 0 ng, kéo cay siit ra khli cac cong. Mt tén khac mi toang cl a
phong giam, da mit xanh mét nh mau la chulli non vi sUt rét. Vai tén du kich khac di ng trén
san, tay lam lam khOu AK. Tén du kich g0’y com d 16 tuli, b0 0 c vao, kéo theo slli day xich,
vong vao cll chan tréi cla nglli tu trong cung va khoa I0i. Sau khi khdéa ¢l chan ngili tu ngoai
cung, giin cla ra vao, tén du kich ra IDnh: “ClOm bd, bl 0c xulng, va ra san.” Bé la mit binh
ni-ldng mit gallon (4 lit), khoét mot 10 10n, d0i di0n vOitay cOm, dung dU tiDu d0i tion. Xau chuli
sau ngd i tu sUp hang dai trén san, sili day xich ndi lil n sau ngd0i tu vii nhau, gié thli bay bOi
di khOp séan.

“Céac anh blOc t0i!” tén du kich ra I0nh.

NgOOi tu nao b0 c chan trai trd0c cIm thy dau nhoi 0 ¢ chan vi ngdli ding sau blUc chan
mOt trd0c. Rat kinh nghilm, mOt ngd0i tu phii hé 1én: “Tréi, phUi, trai, phii” d0 trdnh day xich
silt cl chéan. Ra tli hang rao, mit h0 sdu dl 1.5 mét, ring hin mOt mét, dai 10 mét. MOt tu
nhan tai xanh, chan tay run I0p cl p. MOt y nght thoang qua: chung ta bl chdén sing. TOtcO dlu
ding IOi!

“Di tilp, mub n trdn phOi khong?” Til ng lach cach 1én dl n vao nong sung. Khi gin t0i h0, mOi
ng0Oi thd phao: hD xi!

2/6



24 gil cla mit ngay tu

T&#225;c Gi&#7843;: Phan Vo
Th&#7913; B&#7843;y, 10 Th&#225;ng 4 N&#259;m 2010 09:44

Téi b0 c I1én hai tO m van bia ngang hai tl ¢, dai hai mét. Toi ngli xulng di v0 sinh. NgO Ui bén
cOnh t6i vl a thd vO sinh xud ng, t0c thi mOt dam may ruli xanh bay qua m0t t6i. SO qua, toi
nhOm mOt I0i. Cé con dU ng vao tay t6i, t6i vii xua tay. Thit la khO ng khil p! Khi nhin xul ng, t6i
thOy mOt céi cOn xé tre to, dly bl lac nhac. Toi rung minh, nhm mOt 10i: thOt la ghé t0m! NOu
ching may mit ai dé rli vao cai cln xé do... Tr0i Ui... T6i khdng ddm nght til p. COnh t00Nng nay
din vOitéi nam t6i 42 tuli. Hinh 0 nh khO ng khil p ghé r0n kho quén...

“Saigon dilc gili phong. Cach ming da thanh cong.” DO u sao con bl con dilic tl do bo I0t,
khéng mang cong sult ngay dém nhi t6i. Chung téi la ca moi n0m x0p I0p trong hO'p gb. Con
cho bl vao chull ng thi chd né mO xich cho né. Clnh sat trli tu dla ngl0i tu nguy hidm vao xa
lim va khda cll a, thi tu nhan dila tay qua clla s cho cnh sat m0 cong.

Quéan khi ng bl Al Qeada b0 nhit tdi tr0i Guantanamo c6 xa-lim sOch si, mic quln ao trl ng,
ngli dd c kinh Koran. Culli xa lim c6 mdt ban clu ngli va culln gily vO sinh. Con téi, vO sinh
xong, t6i sl ding gil'y bao, khi gily bao hiit phli xé o thung... Tu clitlo ding dly, trd v
phong, bl day xich va khoa ra, rJi mang cong vao. MO0ilam ngay, miidilc xUi vai gau nl0c,
gilt qul n ao qua loa, ri mang vao phong ma phii. TV FoxNews Channel chilu mit nglCi linh
MO d0y xe qudn 4o da gil't may, sUy kho, va trao I0i cho tu nhan khing bd. ThOt la chua x6t.

Khi t6i ngd0 ¢ mOt nhin ra phia tri0c, m00i d0u sung AK den ngom chi a thIng vao ngC i toi.
Bém ngay 24 tilng dl ng hi quanh t6i c6 sung ngd m th0 ng vao t6i, sl n sang nhil din: “gili
phéng,.. ngay vui dli thO ng...”

Téi thdy trén TV Sai Gon, Tén Blc Thing, Lé Duln, Lé BlOc Thi... dIng trén ban céng dinh BOc
LOp, c00i hon ho trong khi cting trén TV chilu cnh mOt sT quan cao clp HOi Quan di trinh diln
hic t0p lam tu nhan... cac st quan clp t00ng va ta khac t0 t0 diin nd nO0c... nhilu hd st quan
anh hung t0 gi0t minh d0 khOi r0i vao tay d0ch. Téi nh0 cOnh chilu Tho TOOng NhOt Tojo mO

bl ng hara-kiri. Téi ciing nhi cai clip TT Nguylln Van Thilu va ThD TOOng TrOn Thiln Khiém,
“thuyl n tr0 0 ng va thuyl n phé” mit qulc gia, la nhing ngdOi linh “thdo chOy” du tién ra khi i
Saigon trong khi Sirit Matak, ngd0i Cam-b0t cam On BOisO MO va D I0i d0n t0i. “l cannot, alas,
leave in such a cowardly fashion... | have committed this mistake of believing in you, the
Americans.” (Than 6i, t6i khéng th0 b0 trin mdt cach nhic nh& nh thO... T6i da phOm I0i nay la
da tin vao quy v, nhing ngi0i MO...) (Larry Berman, Prologue 3, No Peace, No Honor...) TOi
hic s Vilt, V6 Tanh chit vOi Thanh Dién Khanh, t0nh Khanh Hoa; Phan Thanh Giln ulng dilc
diOc vi khdng gil dilc ba tinh Nam BD ...
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MOOi gil sang, cla phong m0 ra. MOt du kich, qud n 40 nhau nat, vé phong mang hai cai thau
nhém mdp méo, cau bl n: mit cai ddng clm, con thau kia d ng n00c leo mIm ca 16ng bong. Toi
di0c mdt chén cdm him. Téi mac mit mulng ni0c leo, dJ vao milng. Mui thdicla nic leo
lam nén Oe. Téi ¢l nult xul ng nhing midng cOm cO trao dOi Ién.

“Ngay tri0c, chung n6 [ tu, di0c an cim glo trlng, thO't ca kho,” mit tu nhan ndi, “nay ching
né cho chung minh an khéng khac gi cho heo an.”

T6i thd dai. Than thD téi ylu din, diding Do dlio. Téicl tOp thD dic di gil sOc khie. Cé tu
nhan khéng di ding di0c ma phUi bd. Bung la sO phinnd 10, ngi0i bdi trdn. VG Tho Hién, tac
gil cudn sach Bém Gila ban Ngay nhin thly chul't cOng t0 0ng clng héi thdi bo [én an cIm tu
cla béng. Tam t0 cOa Vi ThO Hién chic khdng khac tinh t0 cla téi tri0c dé. Tuy nhién ngh i bOi
trdn Al Qeada dilc phlc vl ba bla an: ngdlilinh MO b0 ng céi khay d ng banh mi, midng thOt,
mOt qul tao, c6 cai khan tring phU kin, dem t0i t0 ng phong xa lim. Dan tri cao vi kil n thi ¢ cao
va hanh ding dli x0 ngO0i vOingdOi cling khac nhau...

B0 ba gil chilu, til ng tu nhan siim xi, c6 tu chit dem di chén. Nhin qua kU hO gila cac tOm van
vach, t6i nhin thdy bl n tu nhan khiéng mit cai chilu cl 14c cul n tron, hai tu nhadn mit diu
chilu. Co6 til ng n6i t0 phong kO bén: tu nhan 1a trung si... ngl0i KO SOc¢, HO Nai... trung s trinh
sat... MOt y nght thoang qua diu t6i, c6 I0 mOt ngay 0m dl m nao d6 t6i sU nOm trong mOt céi
chilu c6i khac... Béi khat, di bl n sinh bl nh t0t, khéng thulc men chia trl, r0i chit: cai chit t0
nhién trong bl n phac trinh. Chi'm hit.

COm chillu xong, nhO ng v n déi, t6i nOm suy nght vOn v vO than phin cOa téi. TO khi tdi lén 10,
t0 Pha Yén ra d0n Thanh Héa, cac tri 0 ng cdng dlu dong cla. Toi vl qué Ha Trung, Thanh Hba
cay rullng. MOt phép I0 da dia téi vao Hull hi'c I0i, ba tuln 10 tr00c ngay 19 thang 12 nam 1946.
Sau 2 thang, quan dli Phap trong Ba NI ng ra gili phéng Hul va téi dilc t0 do.

TOi Saigon, t6i vila di lam vl a di hic d0 kilm mOt nghD ma sOng. TiDu sU clanhatriit hOc va
toan hi ¢ Gaston Bachelard thuc diy téi hi c cao (Gaston Bachelard la ngii ban hoa tli Paris.
Nam 30 tuli, 6ng mii di thi tu tai va hi ¢ Ién til ng sT toan va trilt hi ¢) nhl ng chil n tranh da dl a
t6i di hic cach gil midn Nam va vi bli trl n téi di vao nha tu cli t0 o.

Tho ho t6i, tr00c t6i, va sau tdi, cl miln BOc va Nam, vao dilu trd0ng d0 gilt nhau - I0ch sO
TrOnh NguyOn [0i téi didn. HI Chi Minh, V6 Nguyén Giap, va ding COng SOn nhi x0o quyOt
c00p chinh quyln va cai trl b0 ng st mau. Chuyén chinh, dl c tai, va tin nhin da thing miln
Nam. Chinh sach clla mi0n Nam y0u mOm - mil n Nam khéng chl tr00ng gi0i phéng milln Bl c
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va chl blo vl 1anh thO miln Nam. Trén vo dai, vo st chl thd thD nhOt dlnh la thua vi thO cdng
la th0 th0 cOa ta cOng thém thD danh cla ta. Vilt cOng phao vao chi BOn Thanh trong khi HO
Chi Minh d00c bl o d0m an toan ul ng tra Thai Nguyén va hat thul ¢ Philip Morris t0i phl ChO
TOch Ha NOi. ThOt buln cOCi...

Vi nhdng ly do nao MO bl r0i Saigon? TOi sao hd khdng thich chung ta? Nhi ng c6 58,000 linh
MO chOt vi ching ta, t0i sao? VOy ai 0ng hd ching ta va ai chllng chung ta? Téi khéng cé cau
tr0 I0i. TOi sao mOt sO cOu chiln binh MO ném tr0 nhdng huy chdOng ma hi da phli dl mau, m0
héi, va clc khi dd c6? Sinh vién MO nght gi khi treo ¢ Gili Phong Midn Nam?

Téi nght nguyén do 1a h0 khéng hilu bilt bIn chit tht sO chiln tranh Viot Nam. Khéng ai gili
thich cho h hilu bi0t, ngay cU Bui Dil m va NguyOn Kim PhiOng, d0i sl VNCH t0i MO, cling
khong c6 thuylt trinh, gilli bay trén TV MO va bao chi MO, hii lul n, phiin bac luln dil u sai IO c.
Nguyl n Thai Binh, du hi ¢ sinh di t0 Saigon d& c00p may MO trén ding vO Vilt Nam.

Nay, nam 2000, t6i da tim ra nguyén do: Phim We Were Soldiers dl a theo sach We Were
Soldiers Once... and Young, TOO ng Lt. General Harold G. Moore villt, “In the broad, traditional
sense that ‘we’ who went to war was all of us, all Americans, though in truth at that time the
larger majority had little knowledge of, less interest in, and no great concern with what was
beginning so far away.” (Theo nghta r0 ng va truyl n thO ng, rdng ‘chung ta’ di danh gilc latlt cl
chung ta, t0t ¢l ngldi MO, mdc diu sO thOt vao thii dilm d6, diii da sO kha I0n hilu bilt r0t it,
khong cé 101 ich nhid u, va khéng quan tam I0n din nhOng sO kiln dang b0t dlu didnral mOt
ndi qué xa.) (We were Soldiers Once... and Young, Prologue.)

Nay, t6i cling bil't t0i sao c6 58,000 linh MO chit - TOOng Moore vilt til p, “...This is a love story,
told in our own words and by our own actions... we went where we were sent because we loved
our country. We were draftees, most of us, but we were proud of the opportunity to serve that
country (Vietnam) just as our fathers had served in World War Il and our older brothers in
Korea.” (...day la mOt chuyOn tinh, ndi b0 ng ngén ngl riéng cl a chang ta va bl ng hanh dil ng
riéng clla chung ta... chung ta di din nli ma chang ta di0c glitdi vi chung yéu dit nilc cla
chung ta.

Chung ta diu la linh quan dd ch, phin |0 n trong chl ng ta, nhO ng chung ta hanh diln vi ¢ hOi
chung ta phOc vl xO sO do [tac gil ndila Vilt Nam] dung nh cha 6ng chung ta da phl ¢ vQ
trong ThO ChiOn ThO Hai, va anh chO I0n cla chung ta da phoc vo t0i Nam Han.) (Prologue)
Thit la cao thoOng!
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Téi ngd thilp di... NhOng luc 12 gil khuya, til ng la phat ra t0 m0t can tu, “Can b, COp clu! Can
b, cé ngllitd t0!” Can binh Vit COng t0i quat thao inh Ti. C6 til ng dap: “Anh nay I0y céi dia
tre m6c gan mau 0 c0.” MOt thanh nién t0 t0; thOt la udng cho tuli thanh xuan d0y t00 ng lai; sao
I0i chdn cai ch0t? C6 I0 anh ta chan ndn, mOt nid m tin cho cul ¢ s0 ng mai sau. Toi phli nhO n
nhic dl siing, nhitdlnh t00ng lai s xan I0n.

KO ni0m ngay 30 Thang TO th0 35, ching ta “ng00i MO Vit s ng s6t va con chau” t0 t0p quanh
TOOng Bai Chidn St Vilt MO, mdi gli 58,000 vong linh M va 300,000 vong linh Viot vO d0 vinh
danh, mii gdi cac th00ng phd binh MO va ViCt, va than nhan MO va Vilt cé cha, md, chiing, v,
con, va chau da hy sinh cho midn Nam din d0 chung ta t 1ong tri an, cOm t0.
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