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V00O ng Cung Thanh B00ng Chua Gidng Sinh 0 thanh phU Bethlehem nOm trong vung BO Tay
(West Bank) thul ¢ Palestine

la mOt trong nhO ng nha thl c0 x0a nhOtthD gilicon sO ding d0n ngay nay. Nha thD di0c xay
t0 thD kO 6 dOOi thDi Byzantine ngay trén hang da ndi Chua Jesus sinh ra.

Sang ngay 26 Thang Hai, 2010 doan hanh hi 0 ng ching t6i diy sOm, thu din hanh ly va tr0
phong I0i cho khach s n Park Hotel 0 Jerusalem. Hém nay sO t0 gid thanh d0a Jerusalem dO di
Bethlehem (Bélem) kinh villng ndi Chaa Jesus sinh ra, sau d6 Ién hi0ng Bl c d0 din vung
Nazareth (Nadarét) la qué h0Ong tuli thd cOa Chua va ngl dém tli day trong nha trl thulc mOt
dong cac ba sll.

Sang hom nay trli I0i mOa lam ram khéng di't hi't vi vung Trung Béng con trong mua mi a to
Thang MO0i Hai d0n Thang TO. Binh th0Ong mOa r0t it nhO ng nam nay thoi ti0t thay dOi khO p
toan clu nén trin mia t0 dém qua kéo dai din sang nay dli vili nhan vién lam vil ¢ trong khach
sinlatrinmialin hilmthOy.

Bethlehem nIm v h00ng Nam va cach Jerusalem khol ng 6 miles (10 km) trong lanh th0 West
Bank cl a Palestine nén xe chiy mit luc, tr00 ¢ khi vao thanh phl la g0 p trdm kil m soat cU a linh
Israel. Vi thy xe cla h&ng du I0ch nén h cho qua dil dang ch n0u du khach di riéng 10, phUi
di b0 qua mdt hanh lang bl ng rao st quanh co dai hang tram thi0c, sau dé mOi di n trd m kil m
soat sl thong hanh.

NOi bién gili nay Israel cho xay bl c t00ng cao kholng 7, 8 mét bl ng sUt phia trén con chly
thém nhi ng hang kI m gai nhin. B0i I0i Palestine khéng cho hi O ng dUn vién du I0ch Israel vao
Palestine nén ba Malca sang nay khéng thly thap tung vOi chung t6i nhD thO0ng ngay.

Vao thanh phi Bethlehem chung t6i mii gl p anh chang hi 0 ng di n vién ngl Ui Palestine. Anh ta
néi ring tuy la ngd0i gdc 0 ROp nhing anh ta theo dilo Céng gido. Anh cho bilt du khach t0
Jerusalem nu mul n vill ng Bethlehem cé thi t0i b n xe buyt tr0 0 ¢ ¢ ng thanh Damacus nii
day c6 nhing xe Van dila du khach din trim bién gili chD mit 2 dé la MO . Sau khi qua bién
gili I0y Taxi Palestine d0 vao Bethlehem. Thl'y Taxi bén Palestine toan la nhi ng xe cd kU va
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nha clla bén nay ciing x0 xac tiéu dil u, ngoai di 0 ng nhilu con ché 0 m di lang thang trong thO t
t0i nghil p!

Bén trong nha thl Chua Giang Sinh 1 Bethlehem.

0 Thanh phl Bethlehem

Bethlehem nOm trén vung dli ndi c6 cao di 2,543 ft (775m) trén mic nd0c biln, cao 98ft (30m)
hi n Jerusalem.

Day Nui Do Thai (Judean Mountains) nay chly t0 BO ¢ xudng Nam va chia lam 2 mil n khac biC t:
Israel 0 phia Tay clnh B0a Trung HOit00ng dli mau m0O vi c6 mOa, con West Bank thul ¢
Palestine n0 m phia Béng toan la ndi non va sa mic.
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Dan sl nam 2007 la 25,266 nglli da sl la ngdOi Palestine theo HUi Gido, cling c6 mit sl
ngl0i 0 ROp theo Thién Chua Giao.

NOitiDng nhit 0 Bethlehem 1a nha thO Chua Giang Sinh (Church of the Navity) d0 0 c xay vao thl
kO thD 6 t0i d0a did m Chua Jesus sinh ra. Hang nam trong dijp 10 Giang Sinh, khach hanh
hiOng din day rit dong di chiém bai va nganh du l0ch la ngul n IDi kinh t0 chinh cl0a thanh phQ
cling nh cOa qulc gia Palestine.

Thanh phU c6 t0t c0 hin 30 khach s n va hang tram clla hang ban cac s n phim thl céng nhi
tranh t00ng ton giao diéu khic bl ng gl cay Olive.

Trung tdm la khu ph c0 dd0ng xa quanh co nh hd p hil n la khu chD Bazaar la n0i du khach
mua sim va an ul ng. Nha thi Chua Giang Sinh nim v0 hD0ng Tay Bic cla phd ¢ do Chinh
Thing gido cai quin.

0 Bethlehem Do Thai Gido cé mUt di tich quan trllng dl 0 ¢ nhi ¢ trong thanh kinh Hebrew la MO
Rachel (Rachel's Tomb) t0a I0c ndi cOng BOc d00ng vao thanh phl. Rachel la vQl cla thanh
Jacob cung vUi chl ng hanh trinh t0 Shechem di Hebron, khi ngang qua Bethlehem ba da chi't
khi sinh con trai va di0c chén t0i day. Ngi Ui Do Thai xem nha mi cUa ba la mit thanh tich linh
thiéng nén mi ¢ du n0 m trong dl a phl n West Bank, Israel cling rao I0i va kil m soat nha mQ
nay.

Trong thanh ph con c6 din thd HOi Gido, I0n nhitla d0n Mosque of Omar di0c xay t0 nam
1860 dili thOi Ottoman.

VO I0ch sO Bethlehem, theo thanh kinh Hebrew chll “Beit Lehem” c6 nghta “house of bread”
(nha chi a banh mi) 1a qué hi 0 ng sinh quan cla Vua David (sinh ra nam 1040 TCN) la vua thQ
hai cla vilOng qul c Israel thOng nhit, la t0 ph0 c0a dan tlc Do Thai va cla cl Chua Jesus nén
Bethlehem con dilc gUi la thanh c0a Vua David.

Nam 132 diln 135 SCN Bethlehem bl ngi0i La Ma chio m dong va dan Do Thai b0 duli ra khOi
thanh phl. Nam 529 ngl0i Samaritans cO0p pha thanh phl, dit pha cac nha thl nhlng sau do
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Hoang B0 Byzantine la Justinian | cho xay I0i. Bethlehem sau d6 b0 n00c 0 ROp chil m dong
vao nam 63 nhing h0 viln d0 nguyén v n cac din thd thuD c cac tén gido khac ma khong pha
hdy.

Nam 1099 quan Thip TO Gia (Crusaders) chilm thanh phi va xay thém thanh Iy vO ng chic,
hO thay thO cac chic gidam miOc Chinh ThOng Hy LOp bl ng Céng Gido La Tinh. Sau do6 thanh
pho I0i b0 ngdOi Ai COp va Syria chilm déng va culli cung la d0 qudc Ottoman theo HUi Giao
cai trf.

Doan hanh h10 ng trong an ng 0 Canh D0 ng Thién ThO n

KOt thac B0 NhOt ThO Chil n, Ottoman tan ra, Anh QuO ¢ thay th0 gianh quyl n kiD m soat thanh
phd kO cO vao nam 1947 Bethlehem trQl thanh “khu v c quc t0” trong kO hol ch cUa Lién Hilp
Qub c muOn giao dit nay cho nglili Palestine cai tr0.

Trong chil n tranh 0 ROp va Israel ndm 1948 n00c Jordan gianh Bethlehem vao lanh th0 cla
minh. Nam 1967 trong cul ¢ chil n Sau Ngay quéan Israel chil m dong Bethlehem cling nh toan
lanh th0 West Bank.
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Hilp 00c 1995 dit Bethlehem dii sO cai trl cda chinh quyl n Palestine va thanh phi diilc
dilu hanh bl i mOt hdi d0 ng thanh phO thulc nhilu d ng phai do dan chung bl u |én trong d6 cé
ngO0i thul ¢ Fatah 6n hoa I0n phe Hamas cl ¢ doan.

Israel cho xay ting cao 0 phia BOc thanh phi d0 cé I0p Bethlehem vi chinh tr0, xa hii va kinh
t0, mOi sO ra vao thanh phO Bethlehem cliing nhi toan vung West Bank dl u do Israel chd dl ng.

MO c d0 cho phép ra vao nhillu it tuy thul ¢ vao tinh hinh an ninh, ngi0i Palestine 0 Bethlehem
t0 West Bank vao Jerusalem phli c6 gilly phép cla chinh quyl n Israel.

Gily théng hanh con khé khan hiin t0 khi x0y ra cull ¢ bl o d0 ng Intifada vao nam 2002, Iuc dé
khol ng 200 dan quén Palestine chil m nha thD Chua Giang Sinh va blt céc tu st gil nha thl

lam con tin trong 39 ngay. Quéan dli Israel vao gili cOu khiln 9 dan quan Palestine va ngili gilt
chudng thilt mdng.

NgOOi Palestine ctiing khdng diI c vao Nha M Rachel bén ngoai thanh phl n0u khéng c6 gilly
phép con dan qui c tl ch Israel thi t0 do di chuyln di dau cting diic.

Canh ding Thién Thin

Chang hilng din vién Palestine dila chung t6i dn mdt vung nhilu hang ding 0 lang Bayt
Sahur cach Bethlehem 2 km v0 h0ng Bong va anh ta cho bilt day la hang ma cac mic dl ng
thOi Chua Jesus sinh ra dem cac dan dé clu vao tri ngd ban dém do tranh mOa gié I0nh I0o.

Cang t0i nOi day thién thO n da bao cac mic dilng r0ng “Nay téi bao cho anh em m0t tin miIng
trdng dii. H6m nay mit Bing COu B0 da dilc sinh ra trong thanh Vua BPa-vit, Ngi Ui la dlng

B¢ Chua Ki-t6. Anh em sl gip mOt tr0 sO sinh bl ¢ td4 n0 m trong mang c”. Trong hang da cé
mOt nguy0n d00ng nhO vOiban thd khach hanh h00ng cé thl d0n dang thanh ID.
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0Nha thD Chua Giang Sinh

Thanh kinh Tan 00c c0a Thanh Matthew vilt ring: Cha mO cla Jesus sUng 0 Nazareth nhilng
v Bethlehem dU khai kil m tra dan sl vi thud c dong hi Vua David.

Khi hai ngi i dang 0 dé thi ba Maria t0i ngay man nguy0t khai hoa, vi khéng tim d0c chl
trong nha trl nén ba sinh con trai dl u Iong va di't n0 m trong mang cl. Chda Jesus da dilc sinh
ra tr00c khi gia dinh tr0 v Nazareth.

Chung t6i t0i nha thD Chua Giang Sinh (Church of the Navity) Ia mdt trong nh0 ng nha thi ¢l
xOa nhitdiOc xay ngay trén hang da t0 x0a nay di0c danh d0u la n0i Chua sinh ra 0 ngay
trung tdm Bethlehem. LOch sO nha thd d00c ghi l0i nhD sau:

Nam 326: Nha thl dlu tién di0c xay di0i thdi Byzantine cai tr0 do Hoang HO u Helena (m0 cla
Vua Constantine 1) ra I0nh xay cOt khi ba d0 n tham Bethlehem va hoan t0t nam 333. Sau dé bl
gil c ngdli Samaritans d0t chay nam 529. Chinh hoang hiu m0 dlo nay (sau thanh n0 thanh
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Helena) cling da xay nhillu nha thi khac trong dé c6 nha th0 MO Chua (Gongotha) U Jerusalem.

Nam 565: Nha th0 di0c sUm xay I0i do I0nh cla Vua Justinian 1. Nha thO c6 binh dU (floor plan)
theo hinh Thanh Gia, chilu dai 54 mét, ring 26 mét. Cé 4 hang clt da uy nghiém cao 6 mét.
Nha thd hiln nay di0c nang Ién hang VO ng Cung Thanh B00ng con tin t0i sau khi trli qua
nhilu thd kO chil n tranh tan pha.

Nam 614: B0 o binh HUi Giao Persians dili s chl huy clla Chosroes Il xadm chil m vung nay va
hi tan pha thiéu rli hOu hOt cac nha thi Do Thai cting nhd Thién Chua Gido nhilng hi da khéng
pha hiy nha tho Giang Sinh. Theo truyl n thuyOt khi TO O ng Shahrbaraz chil huy doan quan [

RO p Persians di n day vao bén trong nha thi thOy hinh Ba Vua Phi0ng BDéng dll n tham Chuaa
Hai B0 ng n0 m trong mang cl, Ba Vua da mic y phUc gilng nh0 ng00i Persians nén hl cho
ring t0 tién c0a hD da din day tri0c nén khéng diit pha nha thi.

Claduy nhltthit hlp di ra vao thanh di0 ng Chua Giang Sinh.

Nam 1095 diin 1291: Thii kO ddo binh Thanh Gia (Crusaders) nha thi d00c tu sla ni rlng
nhidu I0n.
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Nh0O ng thO kD sau nhiu thD I0c tranh gianh ch quy0n nha th0 . Hai tén gido la Chinh Thing va
Céng Giao La Ma do cac thl'y dong Franciscan la hai thd 10c I0n nhOt tranh chlp cai qul n nha
thi .

Nam 1757: Nha thi t0 cac thi'y dong Franciscan ri vao tay Chinh Thi ng Giao cho diln ngay
nay.

Bl n khu quing tri0ng trd0c nha thd dilu nglc nhién la phia bén ngoai nha thl gilng nhl mit
bl ¢ t00ng thanh bl ng da trd ng khéng cung mau chi khéng gil ng nhil nha thi thiOng thOy vOi
thap chuéng hay vom mai ban clu.

Dilu ngl ¢ nhién th0 haila mOt vO0ng cung thanh dd0ng I0n nhing cla vao rIt nhd hip, phUi
cui minh khom I0ng mOi vao di0c. XOa kia c6 3 cla chinh nhing 2 cla da bl xay t00ng bit kin.
Cla con Ildi theo dllu cac tl ng da nhin thl'y, ngay x0a cao ching 3 mét nay chll con 1 mét 2.

C6 hai truydn thuyOt vO sO thay ddi nay: mOt la tranh khdng cho quéan linh cO0i ngda vao, hai la
dl ai muln vao phii cui minh xull ng cung kinh. Chi ¢ gil thuydtthd nhit ddng hin vi trli qua
bilt bao bil n cl thang trim vOinhilu thO 10c t0n cong dit pha, nha thD vin con tin tdi cé tho
nhO t00ng cao, clng kin khi dong 101 d0 ch quéan kho [0t d00c bén trong va canh cla nhi hip gil
nguyén cho din bay gil.

BOOc vao bén trong, nha thl ctng rit IO n: Trln cao, hai bén la bl n hang cOt tron bl ng da chly
dai cho t0i cung thanh 1a ban th0 chinh 0 culli nha thl. Ban thO chinh chd ¢6 mdt cay Thanh Gia
vli nhilu gian dén treo t0 trén trl n th0 xulng theo cach trang tri cda Chinh Thi ng Giao.

Trong gian s nh chinh cla nha thd, 0 nOn nha dd I0 ra mdt khol ng tr0 ng cho thdy n0 n nha thO
hiln t0i n0m cao hin nn nha thd cd gin mOt mét. NOn nha thl cd (do Hoang HIu Helena xay
nam 326) phia di0i di0c cln bl ng da mau mosaic tuy giin 2,000 nam nhl ng mau sic con rlc
r0 t00i sang.

DPilu 10 [a nOn nha thD cd ring I0n nhd viy ma ngl0ita chd mOiphat hiln nam 19347 Ly do
nao khi xay I0i nha thd nam 565 ngl0i ta khéng xay trén nln ci ma I0i xay n0n mii0 bén trén?
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Gil thuyOdtthO nhit cho la d0 t0o gian khoOng tring gli la “crypt” d00i nha thD d0 &m thanh
thuylt gilng I0n va 0m hOn. Gi0 thuyOt thd hai cho r0ng nl n c b0 ng mosaic ¢é nhillu hinh
Thanh Gia ngii0i ta khéng mul n gil m di l1én trén d6? Caing gil thuylt thD nhOtcé vO hip ly hOn.
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Ngéi sao 14 canh danh dl u nl i Chua Giang Sinh.0

Trong cung thanh gida nha thi, ngay d0 i ban thD chinh n0 m sau trong long dilt Ia hang da nO
Chua Jesus sinh ra gii Ia Grotto. C6 hai con ding t0 trén n0n nha thd din xul ng Grotto.

TOin0i Chua sinh ra trén nin d4 cO m thO ch d00c ddnh ddu bl ng mOt ngdi sao bl c 14 canh.

Con sl 14 theo sach Phic Am nh Thanh Matthew dilln t0: “T0 t0 phO Abraham dln Vua David
la 14 d0i, 10 Vua David din thii I0u day 0 Babylon 1a 14 d0i, va t0 thdi I0u day 0 Babylon diin
PO c Kitd cling la 14 dii” (Matthew 1:17). Trén ngbi sao la hang chi khO ¢ b0 ng ti0 ng Latinh y
nghta la “NOi nay B0 ¢ Trinh NO Maria da hi sinh Chua Giésu Kit6”. Hang d& Chua sinh ra dai
ching 12 mét va rl ng kho ng 3 mét.
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Bén cnh VOO ng Cung Thanh B00ng Chada Giang Sinh la nha thi thanh St. Catherine (ti0 ng
Vit am la Catarina) do cac thiy Franciscan tréng coi. Nha thd xay nam 1882 theo kil u Gothic
di thay thO nha thD nhO. Bém Giang Sinh dl o Céng Giao sl ¢l hanh thanh I0 n0a dém t0i nha
thD nay.

D00 long ddt con nhO ng nha nguyld n khac nhd nguydn di0ng Thanh Giuse, ghi nhin vil c sO
th0 n bao mOng cho 6ng dem hai nhi Giésu trin qua Ai Clp dl trdnh cull ¢ tan sat cac hai nhi
theo I0 nh cla Vua Herod vi khi Ba Vua theo hI0ng sao IU tim vilng Chua mUi sinh, tim khéng
gl p ghé hii thadm Herod. Ong nay mi bilt Chla da sinh ra va din Ba Vua khi ndo tim dilc
ghé IDi cho hay di vua di tham.

Sau khi gl p Chua Ba Vua da tim ding khac trl v n00c. MOt nguy0n di0ng khéc kinh cac
thanh Anh Hai la nhng trl em nOn nhan cla Herod. MOt ban thD kinh Thanh Jerome vi nam
388 Thanh Jerome tr0 IDi Bethlehem sOng sult quang ddi 32 nam khi hOnh d0 dOch toan bl
Kinh Thanh sang ti0 ng Latinh va chit trong hang da bén cl nh hang Chua Giang Sinh.

VOO ng Cung Thanh B0 ng Chua Gidng Sinh di U ¢ cai quln bli Chinh Thing Hy LOp, Céng
Gido La Ma va di o Armenian Apostolic (mt nhanh Thién Chua Giao cl x0a). Thanh dilng
hiln t0i vi qua lau dli nén xull ng clp trdm trl ng, gian gd rui me keo cOt dlu bl mic nat, cac
bl ¢ tranh da ghép mosaic trén t0ng t0 thd kO 12 b0 hd hiivi mia dit.

NOu mOt trdn ding d0t mOnh nhd nam 1834 chic la nha thD s sOp di. Ba tén gido cai qul n
nha thd, nha n00c Israel va Palestine nén clng tdc vili nhau d0 tu sOa. NOu m0i tranh chl p nhi
hil n nay, di tich tén giao cU x0a 15 th0 kO sO khéng con nl al

Bén ngoai trii vin mOa ning hitla mOt hi0n t00ng hil m hoi 0 vung sa mdc Trung Bong nay,
tinh c0 t00ng hUp vi cau thanh ca: “Tr0i cao hay dl mia xul ng, mda Bing Nhan Lanh”.

Cung ngoi but lang du Tl nh H1 o Tam, da phat hanh 6 quyd n ky s du I ch: “Trén NhO ng N0 o
P00 ng Vit Nam”, “Mil n Ty Hoa K7, “Trung Quil ¢”, “Mua Thu Péng Au’, “Tay Au CI Kinh” va
“Miin Béng N0 ¢ MO va Canada”. B¢ gil f ng thich thd theo déi cac chuytl n di ¢l a tac git
trén NgO i Vil t co thl tim mua t1i cac nha sach, dlng gia 15 USD miiquydn.0 xa gdingan
phitu 15 USD Vi tac gil, sach ¢6 chl ky sU dilc giidln f1n nha (bao cl0 ¢ phi):
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Trinh Hao Tam

3683 Hawks Drive

Brea CA 92823

Dilntholi 714-528-1413

Email: trinhhaotam@hotmail.com
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