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Sau nhilng ngay ma rli 0§ gio, thUi ti0t Nam Cali thay dUi m0t cach nhi nhang: tr0i trong
xanh, ndng vang hiu hit, tOng lan gi6 mOn man trén da thit, dd0ng nh0 mua Thu thO ¢ s da trl
vi?

Khach s n Paris Las Vegas v dém.

0“Béy gi0 la Thu i dé em

Cay khé nghiéng I ng di ng bén thi m

Gi6 quen i ng ci may Vil thi p

SU0 ng tll ng giang mu vay kin dém.

(N6i Vi Mua Thu - ThD Kim Tul n, NhO ¢ Thanh Trang)
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Khach sOn Venetian glli I0i thong ¢ nh Venice bén Y.

Gié quen riing ct nhd cOp nhi ring x0a, mau giang hi vOt ndidly, t6i phOi di, nh ng di xa thOi
hao dia! Th6i minh di gin vy, dln mOt ndituy gdn ma l0i nhd |a xa ciing c6 nhO ng tho ng cOnh
Tay Au nhD thap Eiffel, Khoi Hoan Mén cl a Paris, Trevi Fountains c0a Rome, clu Rialto vii

nhi ng con thuyl n Gondola c0a Venice th0 mOng. NDi nao tuy gon ma I0i c6 nhO ng thing cOnh
xa Phap, Y ton trli Au nhi viy? Xin thOa d6 1a Las Vegas thanh ph ¢l blc, &n chii, gili tri [0n

nhit thO gili, thanh ph0 khéng bao gil ngl, dén thl p sang ngay dém.

MOt nOi nhidt tinh &an chii, du khach din chd d0 cO bOc, an ul ng, xem trinh diln, mua s m va
xai til n, la thién dang clla nhiing ngdi ham mé dl den, cl blc, clng la dla nglc cla nhing
ngl0i chay tui, 1a tuln trang mOt cla nhing cOp uyén 00ng va ciing la kham I0n cla nhi ng

ngl0it0 deo géng vao cl.

NgOUita x0a nay gii ndidé la “thanh phO t0i I0i” (Sin City) nhO ng trai I0i Las Vegas c6 nhillu
nha thD nh0t tinh theo d0u ngl0i, nhit Ia nhO ng nha thd chuyén lam dam c00i m0 cla 24/24.
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C6 dau va cha rl chl cn ngli trén xe, 14i vao nha thi 1a cé mic sO sOn sang lam phép cODi
cho hi. Bay la thanh phl lam hén thd nhilu nh0t va ctng la ndinglCitaly dd vatl t0 nhilu
nhit.

Trevi Fountains t10 ¢ Caesars Palace.

Ly dO nhilu la vi tilu bang Nevada nii c6 Las Vegas tla llc, thO tOc ly d0 dO dang hin cac tilu
bang khac, nhilu ngi0isling 0 MO d0n Las Vegas dl ly dd.

Theo nhi't bdo Las Vegas Sun m0 cull ¢ tham do vao nam 2008, Las Vegas la m0t trong nhi ng
ndico s t0 10 cao nhit nd0c MO, nhing ndu dan Las Vegas r0i khUi day sinh sOng nli khac thi
sO t0 t0 trong nhém ngl0i nay s gilm 40%. Trai I0i nhOng ngd0it0 nOi khac di chuyln vl day
sinh sng, s t0 t0 trong nhdm d6 sO tang gl p doi.

Las Vegas la nlii ngd0ita din lam hén tha nhilu nhit vi ti0u bang cOp gil'y hén tha cho cl
nhing ngl 0i khéng phila dan Nevada. Thi t0c hén thu ciing rit dd dang va I0 phi r0t r0,
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khéng cln thd méu va khéng phii chD dii mit thdi gian. Chi cOn diln mOt mOu din ngldn ndp
vao phong hi t0ch kém theo $60 tiln mOt, trinh thD can cOUc c¢é hinh la gily hén tha sO dilc
cl p trong vong vai phat. Phong hi t0ch c'p hén thu lam vilc din nDa dém va 7 ngay trong mi't
tudn.

Trong vong mOt nam sau khi hén thu di 0 c cl p, dbi tan lang va téan giai nhan phiilam phép cOli
theo tén gido dl hip thic thD t0c phiingdu. BO tiln vilc hd thO0ng din nha thd bén cOnh dl
mOc sl lam phép cO0i ludn. ThIOng nha thd mO0 cla sang dém va c6 ban sin 4o cili, hoa cOli,
nhin cO0i, banh cl0i va rd0u sam banh. Trong cac song bai ciing c6 mic si sl n sang lam hén
I0 va phong dli yOn kOt hoa dl don till p quan vién hai hi, r0t t00m t0t dang hoang!

VOO n cl nh mua Thu trong khach s n Bellagio.

NgOOi dan sinh sing 0 Nevada I0i khUi phdi dong thul 10i t0c til u bang (d7 nhién la phii déng
thul cho lién bang).
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Nevada la m0t trong 7 til u bang mi0 n thul 10i t0c ti0 u bang (state income tax) la cac tid u bang:
Alaska, Florida, Nevada, South Dakota, Texas, Washington va Wyoming. Chinh sach mil n thul
nay nhi'm 16i culn ngd0it0 cac nli khac vl day sinh sUng, nhilu ngl Ui dln tulivO hOu thich
din vD Las Vegas dll b0t di0c thul tiDu bang, gid nha I0i r0 ch0 bl ng 1/3 gia nha tli California.
An ulng khili ¢In phii n0u n00ng chi cho 16i théi vi nha hang Buffet thic &n & hi, dly a0 cac
mon sin hao hi v, mén ngon vt I0 nO0c nao cing cd, song bai mul n thu hat nhi ng con thiéu
than nén gia nha hang khéng cin 0.

Culc sling hang ngay I0i cé nhilu mdn chli gili tri 0 cac song bai, vli tiln hiu, tidn gia mic
tinh ma chli cho hi't quéng dlli vang son (golden age) con I0i. Dan Cali, mOt cO hai trong, con
dan Las Vegas con I0i m0t trong ma thoi (t0c 1a thul lién bang cla IRS) nhilng thul tho trlch
(b0t dding sOn, property tax cla qud n hit, County) va thull mua ban, an ull ng (sale tax) cla
thanh ph (khol ng 7.75%) phii chOu.

Las Vegas 16i culn hip din, nhing t0i sao t6i khdng 1én d6 sing ma I0i “t0 th0” quanh nam [
chOn giang h0 Bolsa gié tanh m0a mau?

NhO da thDa tri0c Las Vegas la thién dang h0 gil'i nh ng d0 ng thii cling l1a d0a nglc trd n gian.
N6 la con dao hai l001, giup ta git vO qul dao tién, dlng thi cling lam cho ta di't tay nh0 mau.
SO ng cOnh nhi ng song bai anh dén ric rl, am ba tidn rli lod ng xol ng t0 cac may kéo, ai ma
cOm 1ong cho dllu, ai ma ching muln ngli xul ng d0t ti0n.

Vao cull ¢ chli ¢6 nhi ng luc thd ng tr0 n oai hung, chi ng “chip” cao nglt ngl 0 ng nhi ng cling
nhil u luc thua chdy tui, than xac ra rli. Xac sullt chl song da tinh toan rit kO, thua thi nhil u
nhO ng thO ng chl ng bao nhiéu.

Las Vegas cting nh0 ngd0i d0p, ldc ngay thD d0u hiln, luc kiéu sa dai cac. Khi mé trin, b0 c
vao tinh trl 0 ng, vui ch ng bao nhiéu ma ch chulc 10y muén ngan dau khi b0 bang. Vi vy du
yéu thich khdng khi t0ng bl ng vui chii cla Las Vegas, t6i chlng bao gil ¢6 y dilnh mul n sl ng
0 dé vindily khéng la ditlanh chim dlu. Lau lau l1én chii vai ngay, thing hay bli ctng phii lui
binh, bl o toan I0 ¢ I00ng. Khi thi ng khéng say men chil n thl ng, luc bl i cling khéng nébng mau
il u minh.

Noi cho vui chl thO ¢ tinh t6i khdng mé bai bl ¢, din Las Vegas chl la ngllm cl nh xem hoa, xem
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nhing kil n trdc cla cac Casino, Hotel mUi, dio quanh cac thing xa l0ng I0y va an vai bl a
Buffet thd nh soll n cho bu nhi ng thang ngay khi hOnh chuyén trd rau chao, mi g6i qua ngay!

NhO ng cao [ ¢ dang xay trén dii [l Las Vegas Strip.

Las Vegas céach Little Saigon khong mily xa, khol ng 275 miles (440 km) lai xe m0t kholng hO'n
4 tilng ding hi, hang ngay 0 Bolsa dlu cé xe do Vilt Nam chlly Las Vegas va ngiOc I0i vii gia
vé hiln nay 30$ m0i chuyln, trén xe con di0c phat banh mi, n00c¢ nglt, bao NgOOi Vit va xem
Thuy Nga chanh gl c (?)da doi!

Téi thU vao Internet xem gia may bay va khach siin nh thd nao, nCu r0 thi minh di may bay
cho khi e than gia (ma con ham vui). Trang mi ng Expedia ké gia béo nhit 1a 184$ miing00Ui
cho vé may bay kh hiit0 LAX (Los Angeles Airport) va 2 dém 0 khach s n Circus Circus con
cac khach sl n sang trl ng khac thi gia cao hUn nhil u.
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Circus Circus la khach sl n danh cho gia dinh cé con nit, trén d6 c6 nhilu tro chii cho tr0 con,
hang ngay ¢l mitilng dlng hd du co xilc nhao I0n trén cao hay 0o thult gi dé miln phi xem
ctng di budn. Téi chi'n gil bay thuln tiln khéng qua siim cting nhi tranh gil cao diim kOt xe
khi t0 nha lai xe ra phitri0ng r0i dit vé ngay va trl bIng th VISA. NOu chOn chd khitrd I0ind
sO tang 1én $5, $10 mOi nglOi.

Expedia “thank you” va cho sil x4c nhi n (confirmation number) cl a vé may bay va khach sin,
nhO viy la dd. Téi tim mOOn xe 0 phitr00ng Las Vegas, Internet cho bilt n0i mO0n xe khdng
con [0 trong phi tri0ng n0a ma dii vao trung tdm mi0n xe tén McCarran Rent-A-Car Center
ndm cach 3 miles phia Nam phi tri0ng va cU 5 phut c6 mdt chuyl n xe buyt Shuttle d0 a khach
t0 phi tri0ng vO trung tdm mO0n xe. T6i mi0On xe 0 hang Enterprise loli xe nh0 gia 15$ mit
ngay nhl ng sau nay khi tr xe gia cting 1én t0i 25$ mit ngay vi nhilu th0 thul khac nhau.

Sau gil 30 sang Tho BOy, 2 thang 10, 2010 v chlng t6i rli nha 0 thanh phl nhi Brea, lai chilc
Camry ca tang dili 2000 vao phi tri0ng LAX.

Ra di khi tr0i vOa sang vao ngay culli tul n thién h con dang “n00ng” trén gillng nén xa I0 mOt
minh “d00ng may rl ng thénh thang cl bl, n0 tang bl ng trdng vO tay reo, th nh thdi thO tdi rd0u
bl u”!

Cho xe vao bai diu xe dai hin (Long Term Public Parking Lot C) (I0 phi khol' ng 10$ mt ngay)
0 goc di0ng Sepulveda va 96 rli |én xe buyt Shuttle d chl “C” vao phi tr00ng. Bi va vl khdng
cung nghta nh0 nhau (thi sT DTL néi “cung nghia” nhi ng nha van HP phln dli), chuyln di la
hang may bay US Airways clt canh luc 9 gil 30 0 Terminal 1, chuylln Las Vegas vl la hang
United bay luc 6 gil chiluvadiul Terminal 7.

ChuyOn di US Airways nay dd a chillc may bay nhl 1a CR9 m0i hang chl 4 ghl (c6 t0tch 22
hang) nhi ng bay cting kha va cho ulng ca phé, cam vit, n00c nglt dang hoang. Chl non mOt
gil sau la phicl hi canh 0 Las Vegas.

Ra khii nha ga la nhOng lan gié nong hit 1én d0u v i nhi0t dd gdn 100 d0 F! Las Vegas nim
trén sa mic la phUi ndng, khéng néng thi khdng phlli la sa mOc, tuy la sa mic nhng sa mic
Las Vegas khéng c6 IU ¢ da thay vao do6 c6 “ngla rdng” trong miy trli Mustang Ranch, gillng
tha hil m quy nay cOi r0t nguy hil m, khéng chit trén I0ng ngl a thi cting c6 nguy c mang trlng
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bl nh khéng thul ¢ chia! Bl c gil thic mic vl gil ng tha nay xin dl ng “n6ng” cU t0 0 theo dai,
nhOng bai t0i hd hoisO ré!

Ra khii Terminal 1 n0i vong quay hanh ly s 10, 11 la c6 mOt hang xe buyt Shuttle lodi 10 n chi
dl n trung tdm cho mO0n xe. Xe thi [0n nh ng chl ¢é ching 16 ghd ngdi, con I0i la khol ng tr0 ng
gila xe la kI chOa hanh ly va c6 nhan vién chit ciing nh giao hanh ly cho minh.

Xe chly v h00ng Nam chui xudng didng him nOm dO0i phi dlo, 5 phut sau la t0i trung tam
cho mi0n xe. Trung tdm nay cl ngli hoanh trang, t0 chic rit khoa hic, t0t ¢l cac hang cho
mO0n xe nhd Alamo, National, Dollar, Thrifty, Enterprise, Payless, Budget, Avis, Hertz... d0u c6
chi nhanh van phong U day.

Trung tdm c6 2 ting I0u, to I0n nhO Parking Building (cao 0c dlu xe) van phong phia tri0c,
phia sau la nli ddu xe. TO trd0c t0i nay t6i quen mO0n cla Enterprise thi nay cling Enterprise,
ho giao cho t6i mit chilc mOi tinh hilu KIA, lo0i SUV nhi kilu Seoul, ding ho mii 5 miles,
chinh vi xe mi nay ma chilu nay t6i mOi bl cl nh sat chlp dén, h coi chln IDi gila con dl0ng
Las Vegas Boulevard ma ngi0ita th0Ong gUi la “Strip”!

TéithOng la ding ID khéng quen, bl “ticket” tn 5, 6 tram dé lang nhach rdi! Nhi ng khéng chi
vi xe t6i... khéng co6 blng si! Con mOt chuyd n nda ma t6i nght la phi tiln vo ich, la hdng cho
mO0n xe giao 00c la xang trong thung bao nhiéu, khi tr0 xe m0 ¢ xang phUi vy, nu thilu hO
tinh 4.50%/gallon (trong khi hil n nay gia xang khol ng 3$/gallon). NOu “tr0 tri0c” (Prepay) gia la
2.50%/gallon.

T6i hOi “tr0 tr00c” la sao? HO n6i xe sO dilc d0 dly thung xang vUi gia la 37$, khi trl xe cl xai
cOn tau rao mang! Téi chlu vO nay, cé nghta la minh c0 chly x0 lang khii lo tim trdm d0 xang
16i thdi vi thO t tinh tinh t6i khong thich di A0 xang xe ti nao. TOi trdm d0 phOi de t0i de lui, coi cay
xang nao tring, thulln chilu vOi ndp thung xang cla xe minh?

MOt 10 n t6i dang ding bOm 0 mOt trdm xang 0 gdn Bolsa, c6 mdtba MO a0 50 toc vang sli nhd,
ngli trén xe hii n0 p thung xang... c0a bl n0m bén nao? Thit kO cOc, xe cla bl ma bl I0i hi
t6i! Thoang qua t6i nght chllc ba nay thly t6i phong dU, “dl p 1&0” nén tinh lam quen kil m
chuyln gi day? Milng cO0i vo t0 va “cing liDu nhm mOt d0 a chan, thl xem con t0 o xoay din

din dau”?
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BO thOy t6i ngl ¢ nhién nén gili thich la xe mO0n nén khéng ranh! Tr0 101 xe mO0n cOa t6i, toi tr0
tiln nguyén mit thung xang dly nhiing thUc ra tdi ngay tr0 xe t6i chd chly di0c 90 miles va kim
xang chll xul ng 1/4 thung ma théi! Thit phi cla gili! Hang cho mO0n xe da tinh hit, Las Vegas
xem hoanh trang, I0ng 10y nhi ng khéng r0 ng I0n bao nhiéu, chi c¢6 con ding “Strip,” di dam

ba phut ctng v chin cd. VO 10i khéng dam di rong nhilu, sO cOnh sat hil coi chln xe t6i I0i nO a!

Gil “check-in” khach sl n Circus Circus la 3 gil chilu, ma gill nay mii cé 11 gi0 30 trla nén toi
lai xe vao dii I0 “Strip” day x00ng sl ng cla thanh phU tdi l0i Las Vegas dl ba xa téi chiém
ngl0ng mOt til n cac song bai, khach sl n Casino hoanh trang, xa hoa.

Thanh ph0 nay di di0n nén ban ngay ctng thi p den xanh d0. TO phia Nam Ién la Mandalay
Bay nghe ndi cla tl b0 n Singapore nhilng nay cting ban cho dili céng ty MGM, nguy nga dlil sl
nhOng hOi vl ng khach, t0ng t0 chic thi hoa hOu Viot Nam hoan va, di0ng nhd nam rdi t0i gi0
chot hiy b0 culc thilam cac ngi Ui ddp khi p cac tidu bang va cl Vilt Nam kéo va ly v (c6 co
con mi0n chuyén gia trang dill m lam t6c di theo) phii mOt phen khéc cOi!

BOn hin I0ilén, xu hin, hy show “nhd ng sao di ma khdng bl o gi nhau d0... anh gii til ng...
thD bul n!” KO d0n la Luxor kim t0 thap mau den, Excalibur lau dai thi trung cO, Tropicana vin
khéng cé gi thay dii, hai khach sl n sau nay da c, gil m gia phong chi thoi.

Qua nga ti Strip va Tropicana thi hai bén dil ng trd nén déng dl o, b0 hanh du khach tOp nip,
ngla xe nhi nl0c ao qudn nh ném.

Bén trai la New York, New York vlit00ng NO ThOn TO Do va cay cl u Brooklyn, bén phii la
MGM Grand a0 s, n0ng nd. Bén trai cl nh Monte Carlo la nhi ng kil n trdc mOi hai nam tr00 ¢ t6i
chl0a tl ng thOy Ia Mandarin Oriental, Aria Resort & Casino, Vdaral Hotel & Spa.

Con bén phli la Planet Hollywood hai nam tri 0 ¢ cling chda c6 bén ¢ nh Paris vl i thap Eiffel va
Khii Hoan Mén cao vOi vii va Bally's mit cao 0 ¢ khiém nh00ng.

Pii dil n tay trai 1a Bellagio kil n trGc Y B0i LOi huy hoang bl thl soi béng trén mit hi 1&n t&n
gl n song vii nhi ng hang cay xanh béng ngé bén di 0 ng thit thO ming tr0 tinh.
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Qua nga t0 Flamingo Road, tay trai (phia Tay) cé Caesars Palace du da x0 a nhi ng khéng
chOu lép vO, xay thém nhidu kil n trdc theo kiDu La Ma cll xda nh d0u trl0ng Colosseum, Trevi
Fountains va th00ng xa Forum c¢6 mit ti0 n nhin ra Strip thOt kiéu sa, [0ng IDy.

Cang bén trai v hDOng BOc la hai khach sn ct mOt thOi huy hoang vang béng tl ng la phat
phao dlu tién di Las Vegas bl chlln downtown Fremont cii ma Nam ti0n v khu dé hii hoa den
hil n nay. D6 la The Mirage nli til ng vOi Show cUp trlng vOi hai anh chang sanh nghl t0 nghilp
ngl0i B0 c Siegfried va Roy. Ban dém trl 0 ¢ khach s n la nui I0a tudén trao mit thdi lam du
khach ding chan xem coi thich thu.

Bén clnh la Treasure Island m0i dém vOi Show HOi t0c Caribbean miln phi cé ca nbng bon Im
OmvangdOirditd cOtbul m cao xullng, nO0c vang lén tung tde.

Bén kia d00ng la 3 khach s n ciing mOt thUi vang son, nay kién nhOn chd thdi, chD cé ngOUi
mua dl pha sl p la Flamingo, Imperial Palace va Harrah's.

Phia Blc mOt chat la cd ngli cla Venetian Resort Hotel Casino la phién bl n thanh phll xay trén
mOt nO0c Venice bén Y, cling cé clu Rialto, thap ding hd cong trl0ng San Marco vOi nhing
con kénh, cac con thuyl n Gondola xubi ngl ¢ mai chéo.

COnh d6 la Palazzo chd mit cao Oc hinh nhD anh em cung chi ? Phia Bl ¢ thOy hai khach siin
ctng mdi la Wynn va Encore buyn dinh den cong cong c6 khu mua s m toan hang hid u.

Xe chly diln nga t0 Spring Mountain Road thi khu Strip vang son hoa I0 md mi0 u xem nhl
chim dit. Ba xa than déi bl ng, doi di an buffet, an di ta, d0 Tau, d0 MO thi thOOng qua, t0i Las
Vegas muln an dil Tay. Nén t6i tim cach quay xe 10i d n khach s n Paris c6 gi 10 khong em.

Lai xe chly vao di i Khdi Hoan Mon thi g0 p Valet Parking, phii tlp I0 phUi ra phia sau khach
sOn miico Self Parking, 1én nhilng con di ¢, hi't t0 ng nay sang t0ng khac, déi luc phli nhiin ga
mOnh cho xe vt lén, sO ngdn ngd tudt ddc thi chdt! Culicung cing tim di0c chd ddu nhdng
phiinh0 vO tri xe d0u, I0u mOy, hang xe chl gi, sO mOy? Tim thang may di xul ng khach s n.
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Cac casino I day I0 mOt dilu la nhilu cla vao, I0i nao cling di n vao casino, khéng muln di né
cling dl'y bl ng thang cul n (escalator) nh ng khi mul n tim 101 ra thi thOt khé, cO tinh khéng
them chl dinclara.

Vao Casino Paris tim dn The Village Buffet thOy ngili ta sOp mOt hang dai, c6 mit blng

qul ng céo: “Buffet of Buffets: An 7 Buffets 0 7 Casino, nguyén ngay 24 tilng dlng hi chD trl]
39.998!” HUi cb thu ngan thi thOt nhi vOy: Hiln nay 0 Las Vegas cac nha hang Buffet U cac
song bai c6 phong trao chiéu di thi ¢ khach, tr0 tiln mit I0n, an bt cl cac khach sn nao co
tham gia chi 0 ng trinh, trong 24 tilng d0ng h0 an bao nhiéu I0n ciing d0 0 c. Nghta la bao b0 ng
nguyén sullt mOt ngay dém vii mit gia duy nhit. Bé la chiéu thd c cdu khach mim0d 0 Las
Vegas trong mua Thu nam nay:

Chl em niumudngil eo
Co Ién Vegas di ng vao Buffet!

T nh Hlo Ta4m

Cung ngoi but 1ang du Trdnh HO o Tam, da c6 ban 6 quyl n ky sO du I0ch: “Trén NhOng NJo
Pi0ng Vilt Nam”, “Mil n Tay Hoa Ki”, “Trung Qui ¢”, “Mua Thu Déng Au”, “Tay Au CO Kinh” va
“Mi0n Bong NOOc MO va Canada”. SO p phat hanh quyln thD 7 “Hanh HOOng Thanh Bla Do
Théi”. BUc gil t0ng thich thu theo dbi cac chuyl n di cla tac gil trén NgO i Vit c6 thd tim mua
t0i cac nha sach, ding gia 15 USD mii quydn. 0 xa gdi ngan phidu 15 USD v tac gil, sach cé
chl ky s di0c gli d0n t0n nha (bao cllc phi):

Trinh HOo Tam

3683 Hawks Drive

Brea CA 92823

Diln tholi 714-528-1413

Email: trinhhaotam@hotmail.com
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