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boiviicac vl ¢l vinhlcdilngUO trung hic cing nhD dii vOi cac thilu nién chuln b0 1én dUi
hi c va cac bl c phU huynh,

nhOng b0 n xOp hOng hang nam cac triing dli hOclamdt dl tai s6i nlitrong cac cull ¢ chuyln
trd. Cac bl n xOp hing vin di0c dung lam kim chd nam c a Newsweek/Kaplan College Guide,
U.S. News & World Report, Princeton Review va Forbes dU clp tli “cac dli hic tOt nhOt” ma
sinh vién, hi ¢ sinh dung d0 hDOng din hO tim kio m cac tri0ng dli h0 c mong mudn. Nhl ng

bl ng xOp hin cac tring dii hic nay thit sU c6 y nghia gi, va cac bl n nén dlt bao nhiéu tin
t00ng vao cac bl ng x0p hing dé khi chin cho minh mittri0ng dli hic dl theo hc?

D0 i h0 ¢ Johns Hopkins University thul ¢ lo0 i tfi0 ng d10 ¢ xd p hd ng cao, Vi cac giao s I ng
danh nhl Gidao SO Carol Greider (trong hinh), do0 t Gil i Nobel Y Khoa 2009. (Hinh: Chip
Somodevilla/Getty Images)

Chuyl n thi nhit: Chung t6i la SO 1! B0i HO ¢ Harvard d0ng dJu bl n danh sach cac tring
diihOcOuhing

Vil ¢ hiu rd céc tiéu chul n va phi0ng phap dung dil I0p nén bl n danh sach la didu then chit.
Tiéu chudn ma mii cl quan x0p hdng (ranking organization) sU ding diu kh&c nhau. TO dO,
U.S. News & World Report cOu xét tli yOu t0 tuydn chi n sinh vién va clu sinh vién dong gép
cho trl0ng cd, trong khi do6 thi Forbes nhiln mO nh t0i thanh céng cl a cac sinh vién khi ra
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trd0ng, mdc dl hai long cla sinh vién va sl n n0n sinh vién mang theo lac rdi ghl nha trl 0 ng.

Vil ¢ x0p hO ng cac trl 0 ng cting khac nhau tuy theo danh sach cac triing dilc x0p dit nhd tho
nao. Mt sO ¢ quan xdOp hIng nhi ng trd0ng t0t nhit theo tiéu chul n nhin chung, trong khi cac
cl quan khac thi phéan loli cac tring theo dila ly, néu bt cac tri0ng t0t nhit trén toan quic
hay trong vung, trong khi d6 c6 nhillu cO quan xOp hi ng khac I0i phan chia theo ting l&anh vic
nghién cOu va ngay cl theo céac til n nghi phic vD sinh vién. Princeton Review x0p hl ng cac
trd0ng theo 62 lo0i - t0 yOu td gilng hulOn cho t0iydu t0 blo mOt, vii cac lodinhD “D0i HIc Co
bai Phat Thanh Hay NhOt” (SO 1: DePauw University U Indiana) hol ¢ “Ky Tac Xa Gill ng NhO
Lau Bai” (SO 1: Bryn Mawr College 0 Pennsylvania).

Chuyl n th0 hai: SO phUc t0p trong til n trinh x0p hing cac dii hic

CO ging so sanh trd0ng nay vii trl0ng kia c6 khi r0t kho. TO dO, BOi HO ¢ Srah Lawrence
College 0 New York dii0c xOp hilng 13 trén danh sach “Giao SO B0 c¢ Bidm Cao” cla Princeton
Review va dilc x0p hing 170 trén danh sach “Cac Tr00ng TOt NhOt cla MO” cOa Forbes,
nhOng I0i khéng di0c U.S. News & World Report x0 p vao hilng nao cl. Cac trl 0 ng khac cé tho
xuOt hidn 0 trén chot trén mOt sO danh sach, nhi ng theo cac loli khac nhau. BUi HI ¢ Williams
College [ Massachusetts diilc xdp hing 1 trén U.S. News & World Report nhi |a mOt tri0ng
dli hD ¢ nhéan van qul ¢ gia, trong khi d6 Forbes x0p hing tri0ng nay la s0 1 nhin chung va
Princeton Review x0p hing trd0ng nay SO 7 vl nh ng gi sinh vién thu nhin ddi0c trong I0p hic.

ConrlcrdihOnnbala sl thd cactiéu chuln xOp hing I0i c6 thl thay dlit0 nam nay sang nam
khac, khiln cho vO thd clla mOt trd0ng dli hdc bl Onh hi0ng tuy tdng nam. Mdc du t0 nam nay
sang nam khac mit tr00ng dli hOc cO 1én hOng rdi xul ng hi ng trén danh sach, dil u nay khéng
co nghta la tri0ng nay da tr0 nén thit sO kha hiOn hay b0 xul ng dlc. Forbes xOp hng BUi Hlc
Duke University 0 North Carolina SO 104 vao nam 2009. Nam nay (2010), tri0ng nay dic xUp
hing SU 41, t0c la khac nhau tli 63 bl c. Ly do t0i sao I0i x0 p hO ng kha hin? Co I0 Forbes da
thém vao céc tiéu chuln miiva loli b0 tiéu chulln can cl trén sO tiln clu sinh vién hil n t0ng
cho tr0ng trong c4c tiéu chuln x0p hing cla hi.

Nhin chung, dii vili cac tri0ng dUi hi c thi vildc xOp hO ng chO la chuyln hd trd0ng nay |én cao
thi tr00ng kia phUi xul ng thO p. Trong mOi danh séach, chD ¢c6é mOttrl0ng dii hic la gianh d0c
hing SO 1 ma théi. Ngoai ra, vil ¢ x0p hi ng c6 tinh chD quan va c6 nhilu yOu t0 da khéng dilc
dem ra danh gia, t0 nh cac cl hii nghién clu danh cho sinh vién, nh0 ban gilng hulln dung
bao nhiéu thli gian dl ¢l vl n cho sinh vién ngoai gil gilng bai trong I0p, nhl sinh vién than
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thiln va gitp d0 nhau t0i mOc nao, nhi liDu trd0ng c6 déng gép vao s phét triln ca nhan cl a
sinh vién hay khéng hollc mic d0 hilu qud cOa ching trinh tim kilm vidc lam cOa tring ra
sao. Loli thdng tin nay diil0 ¢ phin 0 nh qua kinh nghiDm cla sinh vién t0i mOt trfi0ng dii hic
nao do hin la xuyén qua bl ng xOp hing cla cac cl quan.

ChO c¢6 kinh nghidm ca nhén c6 thl quylt dinh liDu mdttri0ng dli hic cé thich hOp cho ngdOi
sinh vién, hi ¢ sinh hay khéng. Nhiing vilc xOp lodi cac triing dii hOc t0 ra hDu ich ndu sinh
vién va phl huynh bil't cach dung sO xOp hing dé mit cach thich hp - t0 nh dung lam mOt
cong ¢ vao luc khii diu vil ¢ tim kiom tri0ng dli hO c. Xin d0 nghd cac bl n sinh vién, hi ¢ sinh
dl ng coi trd0ng minh Oa thich nO0m 0 vO tri nao trén b0 n x0p hIng ma thay vao dé hay nhin vao
cac tiéu chulln dung di x0p hOng tro0ng dii hi ¢ do.

Cacblnhaytl I0p 0y bing x0p hing cac trilng blng cach chiinIDa cac ylu tl quan trlng
nhOt dbivOibdn, varlichln cac trl0ng bl ng cach dung nhing ylu t0 nay lam th00c do. DOa
vao tiéu chulln ca nhan cla bl n thi cac triIng di0c xOp hOng nhi thd nao? Sinh vién, hi ¢ sinh
phUi tim kil m va lam quen vOi nhi ng tr00ng thich hi'p vOi tiéu chul n riéng cla minh. Ly t00ng
nhOtla ng0Oi sinh vién, h ¢ sinh dung tiéu chul'n cla minh d0 t0o I0p mOt b0 n danh sach riéng
cho minh gilm chlng 10 trl 0ng minh cho la c6 Ou tién cao nhit.

PhO huynh va sinh vién, hO ¢ sinh phii bidt dt sO danh gia cla minh vt 1én trén bl ng x0p
hing cac tri0ng dli hIc va ti minh tim hiDu cac tri0ng dUi hi c. Hay d0n tham khudn vién dl i
hic cla tr00ng, dich thdn minh hol ¢ qua kinh nghil m thi ¢ t0, nhin vao cac hi ¢ khéa do triIng
cung 0ng va cac giao sl ddy cac mén hic, tim xem cac tai nguyén nao cé sl n trong khudn vién
dli hOc va cac holt dl ng nao ma sinh vién, hi ¢ sinh c6 thd tham dO bén trong va bén ngoai
khudn vién dii hic, va rlitim hifu vO cac chi0ng trinh thO ¢ t0p va hi0ng nghilp cla trl0ng.
BOn ciing ¢6 thD nghién cOu vl mOttr00ng dli hi ¢ qua kinh nghil m cla ngl i khac bl ng cach
néi chuyl n vOi cac sinh vién hol ¢ cac cOu hi ¢ sinh hil n dang theo hic t0i tr00ng nay, hol ¢ néi
chuyln vi cac clu sinh vién sinh sl ng trong khu vl c ca bdn.

Khi chOn mOttr00ng ddi hO ¢ cho minh thi khéng thd c6 chuyln “m0t cl via hit m0ingdOi.” Bay
la mOt quydt ddnh cé tinh cach c& nhan va phiidia trén ylu tl nao c6 y nghia nhit dli vOi
ngd0i sinh vién, hi ¢ sinh. MOt khi b0 n da tim hidu mOt tri0ng d0i hO ¢ qua cac cull ¢ dilu nghién
thO u dao, qua cac chuyln tham vil ng va qua cac kinh nghid m khac, lac d6 bl n mii c6 th0
quyldtdinh liDu tri0Ong dli hOc nay c6 phiila tri0ng tit nhOt vO khia clnh gilng hudn, xa hii va
tai chinh hay khéng, chi khéng cn phlidia trén thl hing cla trilng do c4c ¢l quan x0p hing
dlara.
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(Ngul n: “Decoding and using college ranking lists” cl a Katherine Cohen, Ivywise)
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